
 
Entry Requirement:  

 
Awarding body: Eduqas 
About the subject: Music is an ideal A Level to take if you want to explore creativity, challenge 

yourself to achieve the highest standard of performing on your instrument and compose in a style of 
music that you prefer.  Through listening and appraising you will have the opportunity to develop an 
understanding and appreciation of different styles and genres of music, taking an in depth look into 
musical analysis, finding out how and why composers wrote their music and the effect that they intended 
to create. 
 
The A Level is split into three components which may be taught collaboratively with SHS, with a choice 
of taking either option A or B in the Performance and Composition elements: 
 
Component 1: Performing (Option A: 35% or Option B: 25%) 
The performing component consists of creating a recital that is performed at school in front of a visiting 
examiner from Eduqas.  Option A requires a total performance time of ten to twelve minutes with a 
minimum of three pieces, two of which being linked to an Area of Study (see below).  Option B requires 
a performance total of six to eight minutes with a minimum of two performance pieces.  They can also 
be a mixture of ensemble and solo pieces. A minimum standard of Grade 6 performance must be reached 
by the Spring of Year 13 in preparation for the performance recital. 
 
Component 2: Composing (Option A: 25% or Option B: 35%) 
Option A requires two compositions lasting four to six minutes.  One of the compositions must reflect 
the musical techniques and conventions associated with the Western Classical Tradition in response to 
a brief set by Eduqas at the start of Year 13.  The second composition will be completed in Year 12 and 
is a free composition that can be composed in any style for any instrument(s).  Option B requires a total 
duration of compositions for eight to ten minutes and requires three compositions, the first two as for 
option A and the 3rd composition reflecting the style of another different Area of Study (see below) 
 
Component 3: Appraising (40% 2hour and 15 minutes written exam taken at the end of Year 13). 
The listening exam will focus on three Areas of Study which can be selected from the list below: 
 
Area of Study A: The Western Classical Tradition (The Development of the Symphony 1750 – 1900)  
This Area of Study includes two set works: 
Symphony No. 104 in D major, ‘London’: Haydn 
Symphony No. 4 in A major, ‘Italian’ Mendelssohn 
Students will study the development of the symphony from its emergence in the early classical period 
to the close of the romantic period, 1750 to 1900.  Students will gain an understanding of how the 
symphonic genre developed, using a number of examples from different composers and different 
periods.  They will look at how musical elements are used in the symphony and the use of 
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instrumentation and development of the orchestra in the period.  Students will also be required to read 
and write staff notation including treble and bass clef and key signatures too. 
 
 
As a class there is also a choice of one Area of Study from: 
 
Area of Study B: Rock and Pop  
Students will focus on five pop genres between 1960 to 2000 including pop, rock (including progressive 
rock, heavy metal, folk-rock and punk rock), soul, funk (and disco), folk (and country).  They will gain and 
understanding of how musical elements are used in rock and pop, the relationship between lyrics and 
music, the use of music technology, important bands within the genre and how rock and pop has changed 
over time. 
 
or 
 
Area of Study C: Musical Theatre 
Students will study six musical theatre composers of the 20th and 21st century:  Richard Rogers, Leonard 
Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim, Claude-Michel Schonberg, Andrew Lloyd Webber and Stephen Schwartz.  
They will gain knowledge of how musical elements are used in musical theatre, the role of the 
accompanying orchestra in musical theatre, types of song and different types of character within musical 
theatre too. 
 
or 
 
Area of Study D: Jazz 
Study will focus on prominent genres from the world of Jazz between 1920 and 1960.  Students will 
look at the initial emergence of Jazz through the fusion of African and European music, with Ragtime 
and Blues being the important precursors of the style.  
They will examine the ‘Roaring Twenties’ as musicians such as Ella Fitzgerald, Louis Armstrong, Duke 
Ellington and Count Basie travelled the country spreading their new sounds. Finally, students will 
examine Swing Big Bands and their increasing popularity in the 1930s. They will look at the more 
challenging Be-bop style of the 1940s and see how Cool Jazz emerging towards the end of the 1950s. 
 
And finally, students will also study: 
Area of Study F: Into the Twenty First Century 1980 - Present 
From which the two set works are: 
Asyla, Movement 3 Ecstasio by Thomas Adès and 
String Quartet No. 2 (Opus California) Movements 1 (Boardwalk) and 4 
(Natural Bridges) by Sally Beamish 
Style in this period is eclectic, with composers forging their own stylistic identity from a broad range of 
influences (including early 20th century classical music, jazz, popular music and minimalism). In order to 
gain a breadth of understanding of how music develops in different social and cultural contexts, the 
following composers, including four current British composers, are suggested for study:  
Hans Werner-Henze,  
Witold Lutoslawski,  
Kaija Saariaho,  
Sofia Gubaidulina,  
Sally Beamish,  
Judith Weir,  
Mark-Anthony Turnage and 
Thomas Adès. 
 



All students who study Music at this level would benefit from having instrumental/vocal lessons so they 
have access to specialist instrumental or vocal support with the performance component of the course.  
They are also expected to take on a lead role within the enrichment activities offered by the Music 
Department which include various bands and vocal groups.  

The study of music can lead to many varied careers beside that of performer or composer such as Music 
Therapy, conducting, sound operating, studio work, production, merchandising, teaching, radio, 
television and music journalism to name but a few.  More importantly, it also offers the chance to develop 
and nurture creativity and skill that can open the door to so many different opportunities post-18 and 
beyond. 

 


