
 

 

Geography A-Level: 2023-2024 
 

Welcome to A-Level at Spalding Sixth Form. These transition tasks are designed to prepare you for 

Year 12 in two ways. First, they outline what studying GCE Geography will be like, and second, they guide 
you through several new concepts and skills that are intrinsic to geographical thinking at A-Level. 
 

Supplementary Reading 
 
There is a huge amount of literature that will help you get to grips with your geographical studies. Below is 
a list to help you get started (some more complex than others), and over the next two years we expect you 
to become autonomous readers and study aspects of the subject that interest you. 
 

• The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/science/geography 
• The Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers) 

https://www.rgs.org/geography/what-is-geography/ 
• The Geographical Association https://www.geography.org.uk/GA-Manifesto-for-geography and 

https://www.geography.org.uk/Preparing-for-A-level-geography 

• Geography in Government https://www.gov.uk/government/news/geography-skills-across-
government-recognised-by-new-role and 
https://governmentscienceandengineering.blog.gov.uk/2018/02/27/meet-gses-new-head-of-
geography/ 

• Geographical Concepts and GIS 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=19daf0d08b294e2fb38de3980613e03e 

• Professor Peter Jackson’s Key Concepts 
https://people.uwec.edu/kaldjian/1Courses/GEOG401/401Readings/Thinking_Geographically_Jackso
n_2006.pdf 

• Geography and Technology 
https://www.economist.com/sites/default/files/20121027_technology_and_geography.pdf 

• Open University https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/geography/geography-
matters-collection 

 
Tasks 

 
The following tasks are designed to help you understand Geography as a way of seeing and understanding 

the world. Complete these and then file your work in a folder in preparation for Year 12. However, 
look carefully at the instructions- 3 of the tasks require you to bring specific, completed work with 
you on your Induction Day. 
 
 

Place 

 
The purpose of this task is to consider how an area changes over time and space, to investigate techniques 
used by A-Level Geographers to understand, compare and classify areas, and to experience how areas are 
represented by different media. 

 
Task 1 
Please read the Prologue to Capital by John Lanchester. This represents the history of change in a fictional 
area of London. Once you have read this, write up a summary of how Pepys Road has changed and why 
you think these changes have occurred. This should be hand-written on paper, no more than 1 side 
of A4 and should be brought with you to your first lesson. 
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Task 2 
Although Pepys Road in the book is fictional, it represents the kind of changes that have been experienced 
by Portland Road in the Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. This area of London is generally considered to 
be wealthy and fashionable. However, not all of this area is well off; Grenfell Tower sits in the north of the 
borough. Read the article which talks about how varied this borough is: 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jun/15/wealth-and-poverty-sit-side-by-side-in-
grenfell-towers-borough 
 
 
Task 3 
Data Shine is a mapping site that uses 2011 census data to show how areas of the UK vary. It allows you 
to look at Kensington and Chelsea in more detail: 
 

https://datashine.org.uk/ 
 
Open the digital map and look for the Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (central postcode is W11 4LU). 
You should end up with a map that looks something like the one below. Locate Portland Road and Grenfell 
Tower (this is on Grenfell Road so you may need to toggle between Datashine and Google maps to locate 
these accurately). 

 

 
Using the Data Chooser tabs on the top right of the screen, examine the variation across the area; you 
could for example look at how deprived households are (4 dimensions being the most factors measured).   

 
Make a note of three differences between Portland Road and Grenfell Tower and bring this 
data with you on Induction Day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jun/15/wealth-and-poverty-sit-side-by-side-in-grenfell-towers-borough
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Task 4 
Using Google maps and street view, look around the area, in particular Portland Road and Grenfell Road 
(Grenfell Tower is on Grenfell Road). 

 
What additional evidence can you see for the variation in wealth? 

 

 
 
 
Task 5 
I you wish, watch the film ‘Notting Hill’, which is set in this borough. It is an interesting representation of 
this place. 
 
 
 
Please make sure you complete the tasks above as they will provide you give a good 
understanding of the first topic we will tackle in September. Please ensure that you complete 
and bring the two identified tasks with you for the first lesson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Geographical Skills 
 
Task 1 
Study the image below. 

 
Where in the world would you expect this to be? What can street art tell you about a place? 
Bring your answers to these questions with you to your first lesson. 
 
Task 2 
Study the image below and then complete the 5Ws worksheet on the next page. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Now watch the following YouTube clip - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfkkVGycdM8  
Is this what you expected?  
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Task 3 
Choose two contrasting places (these can be at any scales, from the local to the global) and use the 8-way 
thinking framework to record their differences (found toward the end of this booklet). The aim is to build a 
‘sense of place’ about each. This will be the focus of a discussion about space and place in Year 12. 
 
In addition, conduct research on environmental quality using a bi-polar survey (found at the end of this 
booklet) Make sure you record the latitude and longitude of your sites (you will need these for the next 
task).  
 
Task 4 
Gain an understanding about Geographic Information Systems using Esri’s ArcGIS programme 
https://www.esri.com/en-us/what-is-gis/overview. 
 
Read how to create a GIS using this resource https://sway.office.com/rjfVAUogaXonDC5y. 
 
Create your own. First, record the environmental quality data you collected as a spread sheet in Microsoft 
Excel (see example below), and import to ArcGIS (this MUST be saved as a .csv file). NOTE: you can have 
more / different categories, but the latitude and longitude must be clear for ArcGIS to ‘read’. Set out your 
spreadsheet in a similar way.  
 

 
Take a screenshot of your completed GIS and email it to your teacher when requested.  

https://www.esri.com/en-us/what-is-gis/overview
https://sway.office.com/rjfVAUogaXonDC5y
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 2 1 0 -1 -2  

BUILDINGS      BUILDINGS  

Exterior in good 
condition  

     Exterior in poor 
condition 

Buildings are 
pleasing to the eye 

     Buildings are ugly 

Well maintained 
outside space 

     Poorly maintained 
outside space  

No evidence of 
vandalism 

     Clear evidence of 
vandalism  

TRAFFIC & 
VEHICLES  

     TRAFFIC & 
VEHICLES  

No traffic 
congestion 

     Congested/busy 
with traffic  

Easy parking with 
off-road space 
available  

     Difficult parking 
with no off-road 
space  

No traffic noise      High volume traffic 
noise  

Safe for pedestrians       Potential danger for 
pedestrians  

GENERAL 
QUALITY  

     GENERAL 
QUALITY  

Area feels safe and 
unthreatening 

     Area feels unsafe 
and threatening  

Area is clean with 
little or no litter 

     Area has lots of 
litter and other 
debris  

Well maintained 
roads and 
pavements  

     Poorly maintained 
roads and 
pavements  

Pleasant greenery 
and landscaping 

     No greenery or 
landscaping  



Place 2: 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2 1 0 -1 -2  

BUILDINGS      BUILDINGS  

Exterior in good 
condition  

     Exterior in poor 
condition 

Buildings are 
pleasing to the eye 

     Buildings are ugly 

Well maintained 
outside space 

     Poorly maintained 
outside space  

No evidence of 
vandalism 

     Clear evidence of 
vandalism  

TRAFFIC & 
VEHICLES  

     TRAFFIC & 
VEHICLES  

No traffic 
congestion 

     Congested/busy 
with traffic  

Easy parking with 
off-road space 
available  

     Difficult parking 
with no off-road 
space  

No traffic noise      High volume traffic 
noise  

Safe for pedestrians       Potential danger for 
pedestrians  

GENERAL 
QUALITY  

     GENERAL 
QUALITY  

Area feels safe and 
unthreatening 

     Area feels unsafe 
and threatening  

Area is clean with 
little or no litter 

     Area has lots of 
litter and other 
debris  

Well maintained 
roads and 
pavements  

     Poorly maintained 
roads and 
pavements  

Pleasant greenery 
and landscaping 
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