A level English Literature: Preparation Work

As a student of English Literature, you’ll be expected to read widely, exploring texts beyond the A level course and pushing yourself to expand your knowledge of fiction, non-fiction, drama and poetry. Over the next few months, we hope you’ll be taking the opportunity to read as widely as possible. We also want you to start to get used to the quality and complexity of the texts you’ll be studying in the Sixth Form. 
Before the start of the A level course, you should do the following:
1. Read at least three novels from the reading list below. All the books on the list are available free online, but you might want to buy your own copy. 
2. Do some research on your chosen novels – find out about their authors, themes and social and historical contexts. Make notes on what you find out – this is good practice for A level study.
3. Choose your favourite. Write a review of about 500 words, focusing on what you found most interesting about this novel and the way its author presented characters, issues and ideas. Bring your book review to our first lesson in September.
Use the following websites to help you research your chosen novels:
· Crossref-it at https://crossref-it.info/: an excellent, detailed guide to a number of texts, their authors and social and historical contexts
· The British Library’s Discovering Literature websites at https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians (for Mary Shelley and Charlotte Brontë) and https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature (for George Orwell and Sylvia Plath, plus general themes such as visions of the future, gender and sexuality and exploring identity)
· The British Council’s Literature website at https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writers/ for information on Kazuo Ishiguro, David Mitchell, Pat Barker, Roddy Doyle, Sebastian Barry and Jeanette Winterson
· The US National Endowment for the Arts’ ‘Big Read’ website at https://www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/nea-big-read/archive for F. Scott Fitzgerald, Harper Lee and John Steinbeck

Use the Internet more widely for additional research, but be selective – make sure you go beyond Sparknotes!

Reading List
1. Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro – https://www.bookscool.com/en/Never-Let-Me-Go-724985/1
2. Black Swan Green by David Mitchell – https://www.bookscool.com/en/Black-Swan-Green-988502/1
3. Regeneration by Pat Barker – https://www.bookscool.com/en/Regeneration-644601/1
4. Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha by Roddy Doyle – https://www.bookscool.com/en/Paddy-Clarke-Ha-Ha-Ha-339999/1
5. The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath – https://www.bookscool.com/en/The-Bell-Jar/1
6. The Secret Scripture by Sebastian Barry – https://www.bookscool.com/en/The-Secret-Scripture-624781/1
7. Oranges are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson –https://www.bookscool.com/en/Oranges-Are-Not-the-Only-Fruit-836735/1
8. 1984 by George Orwell – https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/1984.pdf
9. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald – https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/the-great-gatsby.pdf
10. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë – https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/jane-eyre.pdf
11. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley – https://www.planetebook.com/free-ebooks/frankenstein.pdf
12. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood – https://www.bookscool.com/en/The-Handmaids-Tale/1
13. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck – https://www.bookscool.com/en/The-Grapes-of-Wrath-731069/1
14. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee –  https://www.bookscool.com/en/To-Kill-a-Mockingbird/1

Extension Work
[bookmark: _GoBack]The English and Media Centre has produced a pack of activities, Making the Leap to A Level English Literature, for students intending to take English Literature at A level. There are some brilliant ideas for developing your understanding of literary study and broadening your acquaintanceship with novels, poems, plays and film. Have a look and choose some activities that appeal to you!


