A level English Language: Preparation Work

The A level English Language course teaches you that the study of language doesn’t just belong in the classroom. To be an effective student of language, you need to observe the way language is used in everyday life – in the things you read, write, hear and say on a daily basis.
We want you to start this process of observing and thinking about language by completing Exercises 1, 2 and 3 in the English and Media Centre booklet, Leaping into Language. The first two exercises involve considering what the A level English Language course will involve, and reflecting on your own language use. The third exercise will start you thinking about different regional accents, and will involve listening to a series of audio files. Make detailed notes in response to each exercise. 
We also want you to start exploring different written texts. From the beginning of the course, you’ll be exploring a wide range of pieces of writing – from adverts and newspaper reports to recipe books, text messages, Internet forums and many more. In September, you will receive a scrapbook in which you will be expected to collect and annotate texts on a weekly basis, making your annotations more and more detailed as you learn more about language. You are going to start off this process of making observations about written texts by doing Exercise 7 in the Leaping into Language booklet. This gives you a range of short texts to explore and you should annotate these in detail. You’ll then need to find five texts of your own. What observations can you make about the language they use? What about the way they’re presented?
Once you’ve finished this compulsory work, there are lots of ideas in the Leaping into Language booklet for you to explore. How do you think the Coronavirus crisis will affect the English language? What do you think about slang? Do men and women use language in different ways? There are lots of links to explore and ideas to follow up – make the most of your time out by pursuing some of them in detail!

Bring all your work to your first lesson in September.

