Paper 1 – Advanced Level History. The USA 1917 to 1996
In search of the American Dream 
Dear Historians,
Any information that you read about the USA in the 20th century is of benefit to you and your success on this course. As a starting point, watch the American News channels such as Fox News, OAN, CNN and CBSN. You will see some political bias amongst these channels. As we are in an election year – you may wish to pay particular attention to campaigning between the Republicans and the Democrats. Look carefully at how Trump is dealing with Covid 19, and look at whether Americans are supporting their President at this time. 
Suggested reading and viewing as follows:
One Summer 1927 – Bill Bryson 
Red Scare or Red Menace? John E. Haynes
The American Presidents by David C. Whitney
The Crucible and Death of a Salesman – Arthur Miller
Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck
American Caesars – Roosevelt to Bush by Nigel Hamilton
The Presidents by Stephen Graubard
Reagan – The Life by H.W Brands

Films and TV:
The Crucible – (1996 Winona Ryder and Daniel Day Lewis – set in 1692/3 about the Salem Witch trials, this play has a double meaning. Miller was also writing about the Red Scare and what was happening in the 1950s in the USA)
I Married a Communist (1949)
The Red Menace (1949)
The Manchurian Candidate (1962)
The Americans (Set in the 1970s KGB/FBI/CIA drama)
Bridge of Spies (2015 Tom Hanks starring – Cold War film)
Apollo 11 (2019 contains footage and recordings from the most famous of space missions)
Apollo 13 (1995 Tom Hanks. Called the most successful failure – watch and find out why)
M*A*S*H  (if you can, watch the 1970 Ring Lardner film. He was one of the Hollywood Ten)
Sesame Street (PBS) Ground breaking children’s TV. Look for early episodes from1969 and 1970
Star Trek (original series - can be found on Freeview as well as subscription services)
Jackie (2016 – a film about Jackie Kennedy, wife of JFK)
Trumbo (2015 – set in the time of the second Red Scare and about the Hollywood blacklist)
India C.1914-1948: The Road to Independence – Paper 2 A Level
Dear Historians,
As well as studying America in the 20th century in Y12, you will also study India and the road to independence from Britain. India is not a topic studied lower down the school at all and so therefore, it is important that you do some reading/ watching of film and documentary. The key questions you need to be able to answer and understand ad vital background to the course are: Who were the East India company and how did they become involved in ruling India, why did the British government take over from the East India company? What methods did the British use to rule India? What were the different religious groups in India and how did the British manage those differences and how and why did Indians fight for independence from Britain in the 20th century? The following reading and film list will help you to answer these questions so that you are ready to start the course in September.
Reading List
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/empire/g2/cs4/background.htm
(a useful article to give a flavour of British rule of India and some of the difficulties faced br Britain ruling Empire- a good starting point)
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/independence1947_01.shtml
(gives a good overview of the topic we will study- vital reading for the course)
Raj: The Making of British India – Lawrence James
The Rise and Fall of the British Empire – Lawrence James
Inglorious Empire: What the British did to India – Shashi Tharoor
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/books/inglorious-empire-what-the-british-did-to-india-1.2981299 
(An article which reviews the above named book to give you a flavour of this historian’s views at a glance.)
Empire: How Britain Made the Modern World – Niall Ferguson
India Conquered: Britain’s Raj and the Chaos of Empire – Jon Wilson
Film and TV:
Empire playlist on youtube: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcvEcrsF_9zLFhetle-QrjhRvL7vjcJo8 
Viceroy’s House (2016)
Indian Summers (channel 4 series) 
Jeremy Paxman Empire (2012)
Victoria and Abdul (2017)



