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What is expected from you over the summer 

It is important that you keep up your level of Spanish, remember that language abilities 

atrophy when not used. The last thing you want is to come back in September and to feel like 

you have forgotten everything, so as we have discussed many times, the best way to keep 

languages up is by studying it little but often, e.g. fifteen minutes a day. If you leave everything 

until the last minute, then it defeats the point of this revision guide and will be less helpful for 

you.  

 

This revision guide 

Offers you opportunities to practise / develop different areas, which are: 

 

• A grammar revision section for basic tenses 

• Some reading practice 

• Some translation 

 

These will practice your reading and writing skills and make sure that your Spanish grammar 

is fresh in your mind for September.  

 

What have you done with regards to grammar in your GCSE course 

• Present tense  

• Future tense  

• Conditional tense  

• Preterite  

• Imperfect tense. 

 

 You might also have been able to: 

• Conjugate verbs in the Perfect tense  

• Conjugate verbs in the Pluperfect tense 

• Have some insight into the subjunctive mode.  

 

In addition to these tenses, you might also be confident in using other grammatical structures, 

like correct articles, noun + adjective agreement, word order, using structures/verbs that need 

to be followed by infinitives, direct and indirect object pronouns…. A check list is included in 

this booklet for you to fill in. This will then be useful in September to see where you need to 

consolidate your knowledge.  

 

Completing the revision guide 

You might find it useful to refer to websites such as www.studyspanish.com, 

www.conjuguemos.com, www.spanishdict.com or another site that explains Spanish grammar.  

The booklet is made up of basic tenses and exercises to help you practice, every student needs 

to complete this work in readiness for September, however, remember the golden rule:  ‘little, 

http://www.studyspanish.com/
http://www.conjuguemos.com/
http://www.spanishdict.com/


2 
 

but often!’ We of course need to be conscious that the ‘little’ goes in accordance to advance 

level. 

 

Independent work (Additional practice): 

Apart from completing this guide, you can go onto www.languagesonline.org.uk, click on the 

Spanish resources, then AS resources and complete at least 10 exercises. Note which exercises 

you complete, any notes on your performance / scores and bring this information to your first 

lesson. This is a free resource and can be used any time.  

 

Developing Listening skills:  

You could use ‘News in slow Spanish’ which is a great website that offers downloadable current 

event podcasts which are recorded daily. A transcript of the podcast is provided and you can 

slow down the speaker to better your comprehension and/or read along to practice your 

pronunciation. https://www.newsinslowspanish.com/  There’s also a really useful section on 

expressions and colloquialisms which will add flair and style to your writing and speech and 

which are a requirement to have access to top grades in the exam. 

 

Other useful websites:  

www.elmundotoday.com 

www.spanish.yabla.com 

http://www.elmundo.es 

http://elpais.com/ 

Noticias - BBC News Mundo 
Últimas noticias de Estados Unidos, Latinoamérica y el mundo | CNN en Español 

http://www.muyinteresante.es/   

http://artishockrevista.com/ 

http://www.revistagadgets.com/ 

http://www.ngenespanol.com/ 

http://www.tuenlinea.com/ 

Inicio | Real Academia Española (rae.es) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring this completed booklet with you to your first lesson in 

September. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://www.newsinslowspanish.com/
http://www.elmundotoday.com/
http://www.spanish.yabla.com/
http://www.elmundo.es/
http://elpais.com/
https://www.bbc.com/mundo
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/
http://www.muyinteresante.es/
http://artishockrevista.com/
http://www.revistagadgets.com/
http://www.ngenespanol.com/
http://www.tuenlinea.com/
https://www.rae.es/
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This list has been taken from what you have and might had learned in your GCSE course. Please shade 
in / tick where you think you are for each one. 

 

Grammatical structure Not a clue 

Heard of it, 

but can’t 

really do it 

I’m Ok at it, 

but need 

more practice 

I can do it, no 

problem 

The present tense      

The present continuous     

The near future tense     

The simple future tense     

The conditional tense      

The preterite     

The imperfect     

The imperfect continuous     

The perfect tense     

The pluperfect tense     

Comparatives     

Superlatives     

Reflexive verbs     

Direct Object Pronouns     

Indirect Object Pronoun     

The definite article (‘the’)     

The indefinite article(‘a’)     

Using adjectives     

Ser & Estar     

The imperative      

The present subjunctive     

The imperfect subjunctive     
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 HACER DECIR PODER QUERER 

I     

YOU (SING)     

HE/SHE/IT     

WE     

YOU (PLUR)     

THEY     
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Books / Novels 

▪ La Casa De Bernarda Alba by Federico García Lorca (We Will be studying this text, 

available with parallel English translation) 

▪ Como Agua Para Chocolate by Laura Esquivel  

▪ Cien años de soledad by Gabriel García Márquez  

▪ La Fiesta Del Chivo by Mario Vargas Llosa  

▪ Invierno En Madrid by C.J. Sansom  

▪ La Ciudad De Las Maravillas by Eduardo Mendoza  

▪ El Último Judío by Noah Gordon  

▪ Anatomía De Un Instante by Javier Cercas  

▪ Los Soldados De Salamina by Javier Cercas 

▪ La Casa de los Espíritus by Isablle Allende 

▪ La Ciudad de los Perros by Mario Vargas Llosa 

▪ The Battle for Spain by Anthony Beevor  

 

Newspapers / Magazines 

If you are feeling particularly adventurous, you could have a browse through the following 

newspaper and magazine websites:  

▪ Muy Interesante http://www.muyinteresante.es/  

▪ El Mundo https://www.elmundo.es/  

▪ Artishock http://artishockrevista.com/  

▪ Gadgets http://www.revistagadgets.com/  

▪ National Geographic http://www.ngenespanol.com/  

▪ Tú http://www.tuenlinea.com/ 

 

 
Films 

Where possible, watch one or more of the following films and write a short review of an aspect 

of the film that you liked i.e. the acting, special effects, soundtrack, storyline etc. Most are 

available to stream on Netflix. We have included a link to Amazon, however please do not feel 

obliged to buy these films.  

 

➢ El laberinto del fauno  (we will be studying this film) Pan's Labyrinth [DVD] [2006]: 

Amazon.co.uk: Ivana Baquero, Ariadna Gil, Sergi López, Maribel Verdú, Doug Jones, Álex Angulo, Manolo Solo, 
César Vea, Roger Casamajor, Ivan Massagué, Gonzalo Uriarte, Eusebio Lázaro, Guillermo del Toro, Ivana Baquero, 
Ariadna Gil: DVD & Blu-ray 

 

➢ Como agua para Chocolate Like Water For Chocolate [1992] [DVD]: Amazon.co.uk: Lumi Cavazos, Marco 

Leonardi, Regina Torné, Mario Ivan Martinez, Ada Carrasco, Yareli Arizmendi, Claudette Maillé, Pilar Aranda, 
Farnesio de Barnel, Joaquin Garrido, Rodolfo Arias, Alfonso Arau, Lumi Cavazos, Marco Leonardi: DVD & Blu-ray  

 

➢ Ocho apellidos vascos Ocho Apellidos Vascos (Spanish Affair) DVD (Region 2): Amazon.co.uk: Karra 

Elejalde, Aitor Mazo, Clara Lago, Dani Rovira, Carmen Machi, Alberto López, Alfonso Sánchez, Abel Mora, Aitziber 

http://www.muyinteresante.es/
https://www.elmundo.es/
http://artishockrevista.com/
http://www.revistagadgets.com/
http://www.ngenespanol.com/
http://www.tuenlinea.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pans-Labyrinth-DVD-Ivana%20Baquero/dp/B000PY527C/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1467368336&sr=1-%201&keywords=el+laberinto+del+fauno
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pans-Labyrinth-DVD-Ivana%20Baquero/dp/B000PY527C/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1467368336&sr=1-%201&keywords=el+laberinto+del+fauno
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pans-Labyrinth-DVD-Ivana%20Baquero/dp/B000PY527C/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1467368336&sr=1-%201&keywords=el+laberinto+del+fauno
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pans-Labyrinth-DVD-Ivana%20Baquero/dp/B000PY527C/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1467368336&sr=1-%201&keywords=el+laberinto+del+fauno
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Like-Water-Chocolate-Lumi-Cavazos/dp/B0009F68D4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298192&sr=8-1&keywords=como+agua+para+chocolate+film
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Like-Water-Chocolate-Lumi-Cavazos/dp/B0009F68D4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298192&sr=8-1&keywords=como+agua+para+chocolate+film
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Like-Water-Chocolate-Lumi-Cavazos/dp/B0009F68D4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298192&sr=8-1&keywords=como+agua+para+chocolate+film
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Apellidos-Vascos-Spanish-Affair%20Region/dp/B00JF5YMC8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467297925&sr=8-%201&keywords=Ocho+Apellidos+Vascos
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Apellidos-Vascos-Spanish-Affair%20Region/dp/B00JF5YMC8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467297925&sr=8-%201&keywords=Ocho+Apellidos+Vascos
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Garmendia, Miriam Cabeza, Emilio Martinez Lazaro, Spanish Affair ( Ocho apellidos vascos ), Spanish Affair, Ocho 
apellidos vascos, Emilio Martinez Lazaro, Karra Elejalde, Aitor Mazo, Clara Lago, Dani Rovira, Spanish Affair ( Ocho 
apellidos vascos ), Spanish Affair, Ocho apellidos vascos: DVD & Blu-ray  

 

➢ El orfanato The Orphanage [DVD]: Amazon.co.uk: Belen Rueda, Fernando Cayo, Roger Princep, Mabel Rivera, 

Montserrat Carulla, Andres Gertrúdix, Edgar Vivar, Oscar Casas, Mireia Renau, Georgina Avellaneda, Juan Antonio 
Bayona, Belen Rueda, Fernando Cayo, Guillermo del Toro, Álvaro Augustín, Joaquin Padro, Mar Targarona, Sergio 
G. Sánchez: DVD & Blu-ray  

 

➢ La lengua de las mariposas La Lengua De Las Mariposas (Import Dvd) (2008) Manuel Lozano; Fernando 

Fernán: Amazon.co.uk: Fernando Fernan Gomez, Manuel Lozano, Guillermo Toledo, Uxía Blanco, Gonzalo Uriarte, 
Alexis de los Santos, Jesús Castejón, Elena Fernández, Tamar Novas, Tatán, José Luis Cuerda, Butterfly's Tongue 
(1999) ( La lengua de las mariposas ) ( A Lingua das bolboretas ), Butterfly's Tongue (1999), La lengua de las 
mariposas, A Lingua das bolboretas, José Luis Cuerda, Fernando Fernan Gomez, Manuel Lozano, Guillermo 
Toledo, Uxía Blanco, Butterfly's Tongue (1999) ( La lengua de las mariposas ) ( A Lingua das bolboretas ), 
Butterfly's Tongue (1999), La lengua de las mariposas, A Lingua das bolboretas: DVD & Blu-ray 

 

➢ Voces inocentes Innocent Voices (Voces Inocentes) [NTSC/REGION 1 & 4. IMPORT-LATIN AMERICA]: 

Amazon.co.uk: DVD & Blu-ray 

 

 

 

The text and the film that we will study as part of our course are the following ones: 

 

 

 

 

 

‘La Casa de Bernarda Alba’ by Federico García Lorca 

 
The House Of Bernarda Alba: La casa de Bernarda Alba (Student Editions): Amazon.co.uk: Federico 
García Lorca: 9780713686777: Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘El Laberinto del Fauno’ by Guillermo Del Toro 

 
Pan's Labyrinth [DVD] [2006]: Amazon.co.uk: Ivana Baquero, Ariadna Gil, Sergi López, 
Maribel Verdú, Doug Jones, Álex Angulo, Manolo Solo, César Vea, Roger Casamajor, 
Ivan Massagué, Gonzalo Uriarte, Eusebio Lázaro, Guillermo del Toro, Ivana Baquero, 
Ariadna Gil: DVD & Blu-ray 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Apellidos-Vascos-Spanish-Affair%20Region/dp/B00JF5YMC8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467297925&sr=8-%201&keywords=Ocho+Apellidos+Vascos
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Apellidos-Vascos-Spanish-Affair%20Region/dp/B00JF5YMC8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467297925&sr=8-%201&keywords=Ocho+Apellidos+Vascos
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Apellidos-Vascos-Spanish-Affair%20Region/dp/B00JF5YMC8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467297925&sr=8-%201&keywords=Ocho+Apellidos+Vascos
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Orphanage-DVD-Belen%20Rueda/dp/B001KWHOB0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298099&sr=8-1&keywords=el+orfanato
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Orphanage-DVD-Belen%20Rueda/dp/B001KWHOB0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298099&sr=8-1&keywords=el+orfanato
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Orphanage-DVD-Belen%20Rueda/dp/B001KWHOB0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298099&sr=8-1&keywords=el+orfanato
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Orphanage-DVD-Belen%20Rueda/dp/B001KWHOB0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298099&sr=8-1&keywords=el+orfanato
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lengua-Mariposas-Manuel-Lozano%20Fernando/dp/B0017HCO1I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298259&sr=8-%201&keywords=la+lengua+de+la+mariposa
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lengua-Mariposas-Manuel-Lozano%20Fernando/dp/B0017HCO1I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298259&sr=8-%201&keywords=la+lengua+de+la+mariposa
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lengua-Mariposas-Manuel-Lozano%20Fernando/dp/B0017HCO1I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298259&sr=8-%201&keywords=la+lengua+de+la+mariposa
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lengua-Mariposas-Manuel-Lozano%20Fernando/dp/B0017HCO1I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298259&sr=8-%201&keywords=la+lengua+de+la+mariposa
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lengua-Mariposas-Manuel-Lozano%20Fernando/dp/B0017HCO1I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298259&sr=8-%201&keywords=la+lengua+de+la+mariposa
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lengua-Mariposas-Manuel-Lozano%20Fernando/dp/B0017HCO1I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298259&sr=8-%201&keywords=la+lengua+de+la+mariposa
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lengua-Mariposas-Manuel-Lozano%20Fernando/dp/B0017HCO1I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467298259&sr=8-%201&keywords=la+lengua+de+la+mariposa
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Innocent-Voices-Inocentes-REGION-AMERICA/dp/B000KOXS0A/ref=sr_1_5?crid=19QKX71X0BI3U&keywords=voces+inocentes+dvd&qid=1655371673&sprefix=voces+ino%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Innocent-Voices-Inocentes-REGION-AMERICA/dp/B000KOXS0A/ref=sr_1_5?crid=19QKX71X0BI3U&keywords=voces+inocentes+dvd&qid=1655371673&sprefix=voces+ino%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.co.uk/House-Bernarda-Alba-Methuen-Modern/dp/0713686774/ref=asc_df_0713686774?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=79920808416535&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583520383259759&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/House-Bernarda-Alba-Methuen-Modern/dp/0713686774/ref=asc_df_0713686774?tag=bingshoppinga-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=79920808416535&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583520383259759&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pans-Labyrinth-DVD-Ivana%20Baquero/dp/B000PY527C/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1467368336&sr=1-%201&keywords=el+laberinto+del+fauno
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pans-Labyrinth-DVD-Ivana%20Baquero/dp/B000PY527C/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1467368336&sr=1-%201&keywords=el+laberinto+del+fauno
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pans-Labyrinth-DVD-Ivana%20Baquero/dp/B000PY527C/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1467368336&sr=1-%201&keywords=el+laberinto+del+fauno
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pans-Labyrinth-DVD-Ivana%20Baquero/dp/B000PY527C/ref=sr_1_1?s=dvd&ie=UTF8&qid=1467368336&sr=1-%201&keywords=el+laberinto+del+fauno

