
 

Copyright © 2008 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 
The Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA) is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 3644723) and a registered 
charity (registered charity number 1073334). Registered address: AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 
Dr Michael Cresswell, Director General. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Teacher Resource Bank 

Extended Project Qualification  

Candidate Exemplar Work: 

• Sample One/Cohort 3 Standardising 

‘The Impact on Human Rights of the UK and 
US Legal Response to Terrorism’ 



Teacher Resource Bank / Extended Project Qualification / Candidate Exemplar Work: Sample One / Version 1.0 
 

klm Copyright © 2008 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 1

INTRODUCTION 
 
This exemplar material was originally compiled from work submitted and assessed in 
Cohort 2 of the pilot (submission November 2007) for standardising purposes for 
Cohort 3 (meetings in January / February 2008). 
 
The specification. evidence requirements, interpretation of assessment criteria, and 
associated pro-formas and procedures are under development in the pilot. It should 
not be assumed that, at the time of setting and completion of this work, students and 
their teachers had access to the specification and guidance currently available. 
 
The samples each provide a ‘Production Log’ and a ‘Project Product’ with some 
accompanying confirmation that a ‘Presentation’ was completed. i.e. the three basic 
requirements are fulfilled. All the samples reflect (some) work at Level 3. 
 
The material has been edited to remove readily identifying information and copyright 
or superfluous material. In some instances evidence from the students’ supervisors 
has been removed for clarity/anonymity or to encourage discussion at standardising. 
 
At standardising meetings, teachers were reminded that: 
 

• Use of such samples in a marking exercise is artificial – in some ways harder 
than marking the work of one’s own students where interpretation of evidence is 
taking place in context. 

 
• It was important that in marking these samples not to be overly reliant simply on 

the explicit evidence in the material supplied. The assumption had to be that the 
students had good supervision (unless there was clear and specific evidence to 
the contrary) so that decisions were made based on appropriate choices and if 
some element of the process was implicit in the final product it should be 
rewarded on the assumption that the supervisor would also do this having made 
a note accordingly. 

 
• There is a clear emphasis in AQA’s Extended Project Qualification on the 

realisation of an authentic product developed using skills appropriate to the 
project. This should be rewarded despite any lack of explicit recording in the log. 
The Production Log should not become the main element of assessment — it’s 
completion requires a specific set of skills that are valuable but may not relate 
well to those required by the project. This award is for the development and 
realisation of a project not an award for the production of a log with a project 
attached. If realisation of the project must implicitly have involved certain 
achievements they should be credited. Supervisors will be asked to note and 
record such achievement. 
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Criteria for the award of marks Max mark Mark awarded 

(AO1) Manage 10 8 

(AO2) Use Resources/ 
Research 

10 9 

(AO3) Develop and Realise 

20 17 

(AO4) Review 

10 6 

Total 
50 40 
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klm 

 
Level 3 Extended Project Production Log 

Area of Study: Law 
 
 
 

Candidate name: XXXXXXX 
Candidate number: YYYY 

Extended Project Working Title: The impact on Human Rights of the US and UK legal response to 
terrorism 

 
  

Note: This production log should consist of the following pages.  
Additional journal material, planning evidence, research evidence, records of meetings with your 
supervisor, etc. may be added in each section.  
 
 
 Date completed 
Record of initial planning meeting 15/06/07 
Project Proposal Form  15/06/07 
Plan at start of project 20/06/07 
Mid-project review 28/06/07 
End-of-project review 18/07/07 
Summary 1/11/07 
Presentation record 2/11/07 
Reflection 2/11/07 
 
 
 
 
Extended Project Final Title:  
 
The impact on Human Rights of the US and UK legal response to terrorism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candidate’s signature:  XXXXXXX     Date: 5/11/07 
 
 
Supervisor’s signature: ZZZZZZZ     Date: 5/11/07 
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Record of initial planning meeting(s)  
This form records initial meeting(s) with your supervisor to agree your project proposal. These boxes will 
expand as you type.  
 
Your first idea for topic/title: Terrorism 
 
 
Your first ideas for research and development of your project:  
 
Impact of terrorism on human rights 
Compare and Contrast to big Irish terrorism and legal response to that – which one is more effective and 
the impact of each on human rights 
Patriot act in America 
Legislation passed in Britain before and after 7/7 and 9/11 
Legislation passed in America before and after 9/11 
Have the terrorism laws been effective – cases supporting or contradicting this 
Comparison of US and UK legislation 
Compare and Contrast British and American response to terrorism and the impact it has on human rights 
 
 
Your supervisor’s main comments and advice: 
 
Be specific about your ‘analytic tool’ analysis of whether it is necessary? Just? What do these words 
mean? 
Research – human rights watch, Amnesty International website, Liberty Website, Forewhite 9/11 (film) 
populist piece of propaganda! Library: articles etc. Really look for challenging academic articles. Try to get 
some primary research – interview? Letter to home secretary – John Reid – Parliament website – Gordon 
Brown  
 
Changes, clarifications or additions you have made as a result of your discussion with your 
supervisor: 
 
After considering my supervisors comments I have decided that I will write a letter to Gordon Brown 
instead of John Reid as he may not be the home secretary soon. Therefore, I will ask Gordon Brown how 
he intends to combat terrorism and if he is going to use the same approach as Tony Blair used, and if not, 
how is his going to be different. Also, is this going to breach human rights or is he going to ensure people 
still have civil rights and protect the nation more successfully without breaching human rights. 
 
 
 
Supervisor’s initials: ZZ      Date: 15/06/07 
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Plan at start of project  
This form records your outline plan at the start of your work. These boxes will expand as you type.  
 
Outline the next steps in your planned research/initial development: 
 
Introduction  
 
Legislation in America 
1. Acts in Chronological Order 
2. Analysing the impact they have on Human Rights 
3. Including case studies and academics opinions 
4. Effectiveness – does it make citizens safer? 
 
Legislation in Britain 
1. Acts in Chronological Order 
2. Analysing the impact they have on Human Rights 
3. Including case studies and academics opinions 
4. Effectiveness – does it make citizens safer? 
 
Comparison of the US and UK legislation and the impact they both have on human rights and if the 
legislation is effective  
 
Does Anti- terrorism legislation ever make citizens safer? (Counter productive) 
 
Is it worth it? Can the measures be justified? 
 
Suggestions – is there any way the law can be used to combat terrorism productively? Is the law perhaps 
not the appropriate instrument? 
 
Your supervisor’s main comments and advice: 
 
When talking about effectiveness think about 1) do they make us more safe? (is that the aim?) and 2) are 
they perhaps counter productive? Some people argue that they “fuel the fires of terrorism” – is this true? 
Some argue they help terrorist aims (reducing our freedoms)  
 
Try to use lots of case studies when discussing the impact of human rights. 
 
Think of some primary research – letter to Gordon Brown sounds like a great idea. Could you also arrange 
an interview with someone? Your MP? Home secretary? Cabinet ministers for Security, anti-terrorism, etc. 
Perhaps phone and see if they can meet you, or do a phone interview.  
 
Changes, clarifications or additions you have made as a result of your discussion with your 
supervisor and/or the comments from AQA Adviser: 
 
After considering my supervisors comments I have decided to try and arrange an interview with the Home 
Secretary, in order to ensure I have another source of primary data and gain the maximum possible 
information I can. This will be useful as I can see if the new government (Gordon Brown and the new 
Cabinet members) are going to change their approach to terrorism compared to Tony Blair’s technique. 
 
Supervisor’s initials: ZZ     Date: 20/06/07 
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Mid-project review  
This form records your outline plan about half-way through your work. These boxes will expand as you 
type.  
 
Outline the successes, failures, additions and/or changes you made as you followed your Plan at 
start of project: 
 
Additionally, I have also decided to interview a Muslim leader to see their experience on terrorism and the 
impact it has had on their life and carry out a survey to see the impact the legislation has had on many 
different Muslims living in the UK today. From this I will be able to gain a more detailed insight into what 
the main victims of terrorism feel about the legislation, as it mostly targets their religion.  
 
 
Outline your planned steps to complete your project: 
 
Send the letter to Gordon Brown as well 
Redraft coursework 
Write up an interview and survey 
Carry out my survey and interview 
Include my results in my project 
Include Gordon brown and Jacqui Smith’s response to my project 
Add any information that is currently in the media about terrorism 
 
 
Your supervisor’s main comments and advice at this stage: 
 
Excellent beginning. You have summarised the American legislation well. Where they use terms like 
“suspected terrorists” try to find out what makes someone a suspect, who decides, etc.  
 
 
Changes, clarifications or additions you have made as a result of your discussion with your 
supervisor at this stage: 
 
As a result of my supervisors comments I have decided to add more detail to the project and define terms 
such as ‘suspected terrorists’ and any other terms that may occur throughout my project. 
 
 
Supervisor’s initials: ZZ     Date: 28/06/07
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End-of-project review  
This form records the (near) completion of your product. These boxes will expand as you type.  
 
Outline the successes, failures, additions and/or changes you made as you followed the plan in 
your Mid-project review:  
 
While I was doing my project I continued to find new information that fascinated me, so I added it into my 
project e.g. CIA report. Apart from this change I was able to successfully complete my project in the way I 
intended with the exception of not receiving a satisfactory reply from Jacqui Smith or a complete reply 
from Gordon Smith. Because of the unsatisfactory reply form Jacqui Smith I wrote another letter to her 
emphasising the importance of her answering my letter (I have enclosed all the letters and replies in the 
appendix.) However, she was still unable to reply to me so I wrote a complaint letter to which I have not 
received a reply for to this date. Furthermore, I was unable to interview a religious leader or conduct a 
survey on different Muslims. Instead I looked at real life cases where people have encountered racism or 
been discriminated against because of being a Muslim, and their views on this experience.  
 
Outline any additional advice or comment that you received from your supervisor during this final 
stage: 
 
Fantastic first draft ZZZZZZZ.  
Include the text of the Acts as appendixes.  
You need to get a copy of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the American Consitution (where 
rights are safeguarded) and look for SPECIFIC rights that are being infringed. You cannot just assert 
things are rights, you must PROVE they are LEGAL rights. 
In this vein, you also need to distinguish between Human Rights and Civil Liberties. Maybe a para on this 
at the beginning? Human Rights are legally protected rights in documents, e.g. UDHR, HRA, etc. Civil 
Liberties is a less specific term legally. In the UK we have a system of residual liberties - I can point you in 
the direction of reading on this if you want to explore it.  
After you prove that human rights have been infringed, you must go on to explore WHY they were 
infringed. If it was in the interests of the safety of the nation, you must go on to show why in fact they were 
not in the interests of the safety of the nation. You could either argue that the law in question does not 
protect people. Or you could argue that human rights are paramount, and no general idea of the safety of 
the nation should interfere. I can suggest some philosophical texts on this (e.g. Raz) if you are interested 
in exploring this further?  
Re the Bush Quote on terrorism/war: I suspect he was actually trying to re-write the rules governing his 
response. If it was an act of war, he can attack the whole of Afghanistan. If it was an act of terrorism, he 
cannot. It would be akin to the UK invading Ireland after the IRA attacks. The IRA was probably not linked 
to the Irish state at the time. What is the position in Afghanistan?  
Try to reference the full text of acts where possible, not a website on the full text.  
 
Changes, clarifications or additions you made as a result of discussion with your supervisor in 
this final stage: 
 
As a result of my supervisors comment I referenced some of my project again for example, I referenced 
the articles as Name, Publisher and I referenced the full text of acts instead of the website. I also 
researched human rights and applied it to my project by saying which specific human rights had been 
violated and explained why this was not in the interest and safety of the nation. Overall, I added more 
detail and specified the rights that were being infringed.  
 
 
Supervisor’s initials: ZZ      Date: 18/07/07 
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Summary  
This form records the nature of your product. These boxes will expand as you type.  
 
Outline (50 - 150 words) the nature of your final product, its main content and its conclusion: 
 
 
The main aim of my project was to analyse the impact of American and British anti-terrorism legislation 
and to see the impact it has on human rights. In order to gain information from a variety of sources I 
looked on the internet, went to Greenwich University Law library, regularly looked through newspapers 
and I wrote a letter to Gordon Brown and Jacqui Smith. From this project I found that the UK does not 
infringe human rights as much as the US legislation does. For example, in the US they deport terrorists to 
another country to be tortured – Guatanamo Bay, the guards strip the prisoners naked and there has been 
a case when the guards have put the Quran on the toilet.  
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Presentation record  
This form records your presentation and its preparation. These boxes will expand as you type.  
 
Outline the nature of your presentation (e.g. timing, audience, use of visual aids, slides, notes 
used, etc.): 
 
I used a PowerPoint presentation to list the main points I would make when presenting my project to my 
audience. My audience was my two specialist law teachers and non specialist colleagues. The timing of 
my whole presentation was approximately 15 minutes, in which I summarised the main points of my 
project.  
 
Briefly list the main content of your presentation: 
 
I began by informing my audience of the different rights we have that are protected in documents such as 
the Human Rights Act. Then I analysed the American response to terrorism and the impact it has had on 
human rights. I included cases in order to ensure the audience understood what I had just explained and 
to support my arguments by applying it to a real life situation where this had occurred. I did the same for 
British legislation. In the end before I concluded my presentation, I included recommendations which could 
help reduce terrorism. 
 
I then gave the audience time to ask questions, in case there was anything they were interested in or 
weren’t clear on. I answered their questions, and then concluded my presentation.  
 
Supervisor’s signature: ZZ        Date: 2/11/07  
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TerrorismPresentation.ppt  
 
TerrorismPresentation.ppt 
 
The Presentation on Terrorism is not reproduced here for copyright reasons.  The content of the 
Presentation is detailed on the previous page.  It included:- 
 

• the Human Rights Act, 
• the American response to terrorism and the impact it has had on human rights 
• British legislation 
• recommendations which could help reduce terrorism 
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Reflection  
This form is to record your own evaluation when you have completed your project and given your 
presentation. These boxes will expand as you type.  
 
Briefly summarise your main learning from completing this project. You might include new 
knowledge or expertise that you enjoy or find valuable, a consideration of your planning and 
organisation, changes you would make if you undertook such work again, advice you would give 
to others undertaking such a project. 
 
From my project I found that anti-terrorism legislation is counter productive as it does not ensure national 
security and it does not prevent terrorists from attacking the nation again. Also, the anti-terorrism 
legislation is not used effectively, as it breaches human rights and civil liberties, which destroys citizen’s 
lives and affects their reputation in a negative way. For example, they may be unemployed because of the 
terrorist label they have attached to them. Therefore, terrorists are successful in reaching their aims as 
they are compelling the government to take decisions that limit people’s rights and this shows that that are 
scared of the terrorists threats.  
 
Skills I have developed through doing this project are working independently on a piece of work that I am 
interested in and finding out information from a variety of sources. I have also developed my skill in 
analysing different pieces of work such as articles from newspapers and other academics. I have read the 
acts and used the main points from the acts and analysed them by seeing how it has affected human 
rights. Furthermore, I used a wide range of sources in my project, this included attending Greenwich 
University Law library to look through the articles they had and to apply it to my project. I also learned how 
to use the University Computer Systems to research with e-journals. Additionally, I found that I had to 
change my plans whilst doing my project as I could not organise an interview with the Home Secretary 
and her letters did not answer the questions I had asked. 
 
If I could do this project again I would try to organise a meeting with the Prime Minister in order to get a 
detailed interview on the government’s views on the legislation and what they would do to ensure it is 
more effective. I would also interview a Muslim leader and carry out a survey on people to see how the 
experience of the terrorist attacks has affected their views and lives. I would advise people who are going 
to do this project to prepare for their presentation beforehand and have practice before where they go 
through the presentation in front of others and make improvements.  
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APPENDIX TWO  
 
 
To Jacqui Smith,  
 
 
I am a student at WWWWWW and as part of my course I am doing an extended project on:‘America’s and 
Britain’s response to terrorism and the impact it has on human rights’Therefore I would be grateful if you 
could help me by answering the following questions and replying to me as soon as possible. 
 
1.) How are the new government going to combat terrorism? And what is your role in it?  
2.) The previous legislation (under Tony Blair) breached many of our human  
rights, how is the new legislation going to be different?  
3.) What do you think about the previous legislation?  
4.) If you were Prime Minister what new legislation would you enact? And what suggestions do you have 
for Gordon Brown?  
5.) Do you believe the current anti terrorism legislation effectively combats terrorism? Why/why not? (use 
evidence and give detailed reason for answers)  
 
Thank you for your time. I appreciate it.  
 
 
Awaiting your reply  
 
 
ZZZZ  
WWWWWWW  
 
 
Email address: public.enquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk  
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HOME OFFICE LETTER IN REPLY TO CANDIDATE SUPPLIED. 
 
 
 
 
2ND LETTER TO JACQUI SMITH AFTER FIRST REPLY WAS NOT WHAT I 
EXPECTED  
 

To Jacqui Smith,  

I have already viewed the website http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/security/terrorism-and-the-law/. But the 
information I require is not there and I would also like to have your opinion, as I have to have a primary 
source in my research and I have chosen to send this email to you. Therefore, I would be grateful if you 
could answer the following.  

I am a student at WWWWWWW and as part of my course I am doing an extended project on:‘America’s 
and Britain’s response to terrorism and the impact it has on human rights’Therefore I would be grateful if 
you could help me by answering the following questions and replying to me as soon as possible. 

1.) How is the new government going to combat terrorism? And 
what is your role in it?  

2.) The previous legislation (under Tony Blair) breached many of 
our human rights, how is the new legislation going to be 
different?  

3.) What do you think about the previous legislation?  
4.) If you were Prime Minister what new legislation would you enact? And what  

suggestions do you have for Gordon Brown?  
5.) Do you believe the current anti terrorism legislation effectively combats 

terrorism? Why/why not? (use evidence and give detailed reason for answers)  

Thank you for your time. I appreciate it.  

Awaiting your reply  

ZZZZ  

WWWWWWW  

Email address: public.enquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk  
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HOME OFFICE LETTER IN REPLY TO CANDIDATE SUPPLIED: 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPLAINT LETTER TO HOME OFFICE BECAUSE OF UNSATISFACTORY 
REPLY FROM JACQUI SMITH  
 
 
I have sent this letter twice to Jacqui Smith but she fails to answer my questions. Instead she provides me 
with a link, which is not relevant to my questions and I have told her the importance of her answering the 
questions herself and including her opinion. Could you please fill in this letter Jacqui Smith.  
 
To Gordon Brown, 
 
 
I am a student at WWWWW and as part of my AS Law course I am doing an extended project 
on:‘America’s and Britain’s response to terrorism and the impact it has on human rights’Therefore I would 
be grateful if you could help me by answering the following questions and replying to me as soon as 
possible. 
 
1.) How are the new government going to combat terrorism? And what is your role in it?  
2.) The previous legislation (under Tony Blair) breached many of our human  
rights, how is the new legislation going to be different?  
3.) What do you think about the previous legislation?  
4.) What are your new suggestions to combat terrorism and maintain human  
rights effectively?  
5.) Do you believe the current anti terrorism legislation effectively combats terrorism? Why/why not? (use 
evidence and give detailed reason for answers)  
 
 
Thank you for your time. I appreciate it.  
 
 
Awaiting your reply  
 
 
ZZZZ  
WWWWWWW  
 
 
Email address: ministers@hm-treasury.gov.uk  
 
 
  HOME OFFICE LETTER IN REPLY TO CANDIDATE SUPPLIED 
 
 




