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cannot believe it is that time of the year again
where we are introducing another edition of the
Bentleian!

Welcome to the Bentleian
Summer 2019

elcome, once again, to another
jam-packed edition of the
Bentleian.

from the
editors’ desk

Jack and I were adamant that we would not make
the same error as last year and leave it too late however, this was not as easy as we hoped, given some of
the highlights are towards the end of the academic year!
Once again, it has been a pleasure spending my days
laughing with Jack, and I wish him well as he starts the
next chapter of his life and moves on to University.
I am sad that this will be my last year sat at the editors’
desk as I say goodbye for pastures new, but, I am
delighted that Jack and I have had the opportunity to
complete this edition. I hope that you enjoy reading it as
much as we have enjoyed putting it together. That being
said, I am sure my children are not sorry that this will
be the last summer that they have to spend in my office.
Finally, I want to thank everyone for their input again this year - without you it would have
been an immense task to write every article, editing each piece has been challenging enough.
Special thanks to Mr D A Jones for his excellent proofreading, I had no idea that people could
spell ‘privileged’ in so many different ways; meanwhile, Jack was taken on a whirlwind lesson
on participles.

As my time at Spalding Grammar School comes to an end, it has been an honour to be an editor
of this magazine before I head off to University, and I hope there’s another young, aspiring
journalist at the School to take on the challenge next year!

Miss Grant
Editor

Jack Carson
Editor
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How good is
your eye?
Hidden somewhere
in the Bentleian are 8
misplaced head shots
of Mr Wilkinson.
See if you can spot
them!

While over the past two years I have put the Bentleian
together, if it weren’t for the fantastic student-led initiatives and hard work from staff at the
School, I would be dealing with blank pages!

Enjoy this year’s edition.

Pg 8 - Meet the Year 7s that starred
in our New Boys’ video for the new
arrivals to SGS in September 2019
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This year the Bentleian is back, bigger and better than
ever, highlighting the fantastic achievements from
students and all the big events that have occurred
throughout the school year. Looking back across the year,
we’ve seen a UK and USA election, some incredible trips
all across the world and fantastic sporting achievements.

Enjoy the read and who knows, it could be you making the headlines next year!
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I first got involved with the
publication last year, putting to
the test my journalistic and editorial skills for the first
time. Last year’s edition was hugely successful and it was
great to hear positive feedback, from staff and students
alike, after all the hard work Miss Grant and I had put in.
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2019 Year 7 Cohort

Salvete

OUR STORY SO FAR...

As another academic year began, we welcomed a bright and enthusiastic cohort of Year 7 boys to join the School.

Bentley

Gamlyn

Hobson

Johnson

Moulton

Wykeham

Alden A
Booth B
Chandler I
Corcoran T
Day J
Delaney W
Fensom L
Ghasemi A
Harvey J
Jarvis L
Kinsella C
Langford W
Lijesh J
McGuire T
Naylor H
Perowne T
Shirley K
Sorrell O
Summerfield G
Thacker J
Whyles A

Al-Gahtani R
Barkhouse L
Boyall M
Brown J
Callow J
Christie S
Cousins G
Dawson J
Dodds L
Gibbs J
Hicks H
Jenis A
Lambe J
Mooney J
Neal H
Pinnick T
Richards C
Simons M
Stevens H
Uttarkar S

Argent C
Berry F
Clare T
Cranke H
Duce H
Freeman N
Fry S
Gino L
Hicks O
Ishaq S
Joseph C
Lightburn X
Morley D
Noshy M
Rajkumar V
Robinson A
Singh B
Sunil D
Walker H
Ward H

Bartlett S
Bunting M
Clarke C
Da Silva P
Edwards M
Ekogiawe D
Gadkari V
Garner R
Grundy S
Himsworth K
Kharel A
King T
Malitka P
McKenna G
Olaniran A
Pang A
Rolfe M
Ryan C
Shinoj A
Suwarneraj A
Walsh C

Bialas K
Cade C
Clarke C
Davis T
Egbo M
Figura M
Gamble G
Garwell J
Hales B
Hoang K
Khela K
Maskell C
McCullough O
Mountain F
Overland O
Salinas Nichols S
Sapkota J
Smith R
Symonds M
White B

Boateng E
Castillo L
Cooper J
Delaney J
Derouen S
Dorsett J
Ellis S
Gater F
Harrison J
Holman T
Lewis H
McDougall B
Murray A
Seaborn Townsend J
Smith H
Taylor A
Townsend C
Walters B
White R

As tradition dictates, we hear from two of the ‘new boys’ at our Open Evening in June, as they share their encounters and experiences
of their first year at SGS.

Alfie: Good evening. My name is Alfie and I am a Year 7 student in group 7R.
I’ve really enjoyed my first year at Spalding Grammar School. It was very
daunting when I first started but throughout the year I have made new friends.
One way that I made new friends was by getting involved in the Summer Sports
Week, which I would recommend to you.
Adam: Hello, my name is Adam and I am also in Year 7.
The differences between my Primary School and SGS are immense. I was the
only student from my Primary School but I soon made new friends. It did not
take long to get used to walking to different lessons but you have to be organised
so you have the correct books for the lessons.
Alfie: When I joined SGS it was a huge step up for me from being the oldest at
primary school to the youngest here.
One of the biggest differences are the subjects. At primary school we did English,
Maths, Science and so on. We do those here, just more advanced. However, one
of the new subjects I started when I joined was Latin; we also started Spanish.
Alfie Robinson - Left, Adam Murray - Right

“The teachers made me feel confident and gave me
loads of opportunities. They made lessons fun”
Joshua Delaney
Y7, Wykeham

Adam: Starting new subjects can be difficult, but teachers are always willing
to help you whenever they can – even if it means going in at lunchtime or even
just emailing the teacher to ask for extra help like I sometimes do because not
everyone is perfect, you know!
Alfie: Another thing that was new to me was the sporting opportunities. At
primary school I used to do cross country, hockey, tag rugby, and cricket.
However, now I do a lot more such as rugby, football, table tennis, athletics,
tennis, basketball to name a few. At lunch there are always activities on offer
including the outdoor table tennis tables.
Adam: Another opportunity SGS has provided me with was amazing residential
trip during Flexyweek. Flexyweek is when in Year 7 you spend one school week
away from home at your chosen destination and these include; Paris, North
Spain, Snowdon and Tallington Lakes. You spend time looking at magnificent
scenery, conquering your fears and spending time with your teachers and
friends.

“Don’t worry, it may
seem scary but when you
settle in, it is fine”
Tyler Holman
Y7, Wykeham

Alfie: Adam and I went to Paris for a jam-packed week of fun. We did lots of
great things while we were there including visiting a snail farm – and yes I did
eat one! – the Eiffel Tower, Europe’s biggest science museum, Disneyland Paris
and a spectacular chocolate factory!
I found this trip amazing as I got to do things I had never done before and the
trip gave me a wonderful chance to find out more about my friends – and the
teachers!!
Alfie: Overall SGS has ALREADY provided me with phenomenal new things
and I’m only in my first year. I am really looking forward to many more exciting
opportunities; when I am in Year 8 I will have the chance to go on the annual ski
and Battelfields trip and in Year 9 on the cricket tour to India!
Adam: Thank you for listening. Have a good evening.

“You will be with lots of other Year 7s who feel the same as
you, but everyone at the School is trying to help you to fit in”
Ben Walters
Y7, Wykeham
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Year 7 step up

OUR FIRST YEAR AT SGS

“I was worried that I would not remember where all my classrooms were, but it
really wasn’t that bad and the older students helped me out if was unsure.
I love all the PE and am now in different sports teams for SGS, like basketball and
rugby. I also took part in the swimming competition.

It is never easy moving from the comfort of being a big fish in a small pond, to becoming a small fish in a
big pond. These Year 7 students were the stars of our Year 6 transition video, so we asked them to review
their first year as Spalding Grammar School students.

I have enjoyed my first year at SGS and the two pieces of advice that I would pass
on to the new Year 7 boys is to do your homework as soon as you get it and pack
your bag the night before!
Oliver Sorrell
Y7, Bentley

“My first year at SGS has been good. It was
different to primary school but it didn’t take
long for me to adjust.
I walk to school which is great as I get time to
chat to my friends.
The homework is ok, but a lot more than
primary school - you just need to do it as soon
as you get it, and ask if you don’t understand.

“I was nervous on my first day
at SGS, but everyone was very
friendly. If I didn’t know where
to go, someone would guide me
to where I needed to be. The
teachers were also very kind
and generous as they supported
me all throughout my time
here.
I really enjoyed the Technology
lessons because there were
different topics (wood, metal
and food technology) where
I created a range of items and
dishes.
The wide range of trips that
were available was astonishing.
My favourite trips were the
Rewards Day trip to Alton
Towers and the Flexyweek trip
to France (I had an amazing
experience because it was
my first trip away from my
parents).
In conclusion, my first year at
SGS was incredible and I think
that this school is going to
make a positive impact on my
future career.”
Kyan Hoang
Y7, Moulton

Kian Himsworth
Y7, Johnson

“This year I have enjoyed the school trips (Flexyweek, Rewards Trip) and
working on projects in subjects (Art, Computer Science, DT).

“At SGS my first year has been really, really good!
I enjoyed making a lot of new friends and playing
football with them. The senior boys are really kind
and they can help you on anything if they are free.
The Year 8 to Year 11 boys helped me find my way
around our school and make friends.
On my first day I was really, really nervous about
meeting new people and teachers, but then I realised
that you can just ask for help and there is nothing to
worry about.

“I did a speech for SGS in the video and went to my
old school to do a talk to the Year 5s about life at
SGS. You may have seen me in the Atrium with a
sausage roll so you may have had a glimpse. My year
has had its ups and downs but to the end of the year
I have had one last push to exceed my grades. This
year in Year 7 has been fun and exciting especially
making new friends.”

In Art, my favourite project was the mask, which we had to design and make
a mask out of papier-mâché. In Computer Science, we have created a project
on something that we have worked on over the terms this year at Spalding
Grammar School.
In Design Technology, we have done three main projects: copper tea light,
food tech and the wooden acrobat. Overall, this year has been an excitement
as I have had lots of fun working on practical projects.

There are many trips you can go on at SGS, especially
in Year 7. You can go to Spain, France, Snowdonia or
Tallington. On these trips you can try loads of new
things which is really, really fun!”

Jake Harvey
Y7, Bentley

For the trips, I went to France during Flexyweek, where I participated in all
the activities and had lots of fun exploring the sights of Paris.”

Janak Sapkota
Y7, Moulton

Harry Walker
Y7, Hobson
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A year in charge (sort of!)

2018/9 AS HEAD BOY AT SGS

Reviews and Successes

“The senior student of Spalding Grammar School is a role model
for all students; someone who works hard in their studies, gives
time to the School for internal and external events and acts as
the middle ground between the senior leadership team and the
student body.”
In the face of this intimidating description, anyone taking on the
role has a huge amount of work to do. A-Levels alone are difficult,
balance on top of that leading a team of students (who regularly need
to be encouraged to spend their Sunday mornings parking people
during a damp car boot sale) manning ticket sales at concerts and
speaking in front of people you’ve never met before about a topic
that you’ve written your own speech for; in short, it is a lot.
Despite the work it has taken, I have enjoyed the time I have spent
as the senior student. Meeting new people and taking pride in
the achievements made by the student team has been one of the
highlights of my time at SGS.
The support shown to me by my deputies and the student team was
paramount in being able to have any success at all, and I’m glad to
say that the new sofas and chairs in the sixth form coffee lounge and
the growing amount of money raised for the PFA to go back into the
school are a sign of this success.
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Amidst the responsibility, I have found time to enjoy myself. As we
grew up, we learned that study pods could definitely be used to play
Clash of Clans for two hours, even with a Maths exam in a week.
We now understand that maybe spending years annoying a teacher
was a bad idea, especially when they became the one that would edit
our personal statements. We matured from the children we were in
Year 7, with some of my peers becoming unrecognisable and others
barely changing.
I speak for most of us when I say that life without SGS will be very
different; a lack of timetable - yes, but also more freedom in what
we want to pursue in life. Whatever the case, it is to the School that
I owe the position I am in now; which is an offer from Lancaster
University to study Physics, with a view to studying something
involving lasers in the future.
I would never have expected myself to be in this position seven
years ago, but I have valued and enjoyed every step of the journey I
have been on, thanks to the staff and students that were there, for all
of it or for just a few months.
Will Gurney
Head Boy, Moulton
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SGS Gainsborough Award

Land Rover 4x4 in Schools Technology Challenge

ALEX AND WILL FACE THEIR TOUGHEST TEST YET

WORLD FINALS

What is the Gainsborough award?
It is an award of £1000 granted from the School in order to allow either one or two students to go off and explore something they are passionate
about. One of the stipulations is that whatever they plan to do must provide enrichment away from the classroom. In February, all students that
applied sat before a panel (which included the Headmaster), were interviewed, presented their ideas and answered questions. Alex Leveridge and
Will Hart, two Year 12 students, were announced as the winners of the Gainsborough Award.

You may recall, in the last edition of the Bentleian, we heard about the amazing
success of our engineering team, Trigonometric, that had competed to secure a place
representing the UK in the World Land Rover 4x4 challenge. It felt only right to
continue their story and share in their further celebrations.
More than 110 talented future software engineers from schools in 14
countries gathered at Coventry in April this year for the Land Rover 4x4
in Schools Technology Challenge world finals. One of the two UK teams,
Trigonometric, narrowly missed
out on the Best Track Performance
Award, just knocking one cone that
put them third quickest.

“Will and I won the Gainsborough Award some eight months before we actually are able to pursue our planned trip. We are going with the focus
of using the experience as a ‘proving ground’ for our upcoming international sporting challenge - just the two of us rowing 100km in a day, on one
rowing machine. We hoped Wales would provide us with the opportunity to strengthen our overall fitness and sporting prowess.
Our adventure will begin with a 140+ mile trip to Whitney Bridge (pictured above) on the edge of the Breacon Beacons, Wales, infamous for being
the proving ground of the SAS. This will no doubt take up most of our day, with an arduous 5-hour car journey surely being gruelling enough on
its own!
We have an action-packed itinerary for what will be a five-day challenge. From kayaking and mountain cycling in The Black Mountains to gorge
walking and plenty of intense gym sesssions all on the agenda.
I look forward to reporting back with a full review of what will be our toughest test yet!”
Alex Leveridge
Y12, Moulton

Top marks for Tranter

ED JUST CAN’T STOP HITTNG THE HEADLINES!
Last year we were delighted to recognise Ed Tranter, Y13, for his offer of a scholarship to Swarthmore College in
Pennsylvania to study Philosophy.
Just two months into his course, Ed hit the Spalding press once again for achieving the highest score nationally in
his Global Perspectives and Research course. Chief executive of Cambridge Assessment International Education,
Michael O’Sullivan, said: “I would like to congratulate Edward who has worked so hard to achieve his success.
This award recognises Edward’s exceptional performance and skills development in a qualification which requires
critical thinking and independent research, skills that will be hugely valuable as he continues his studies at university. On behalf of Cambridge
International, I offer my sincere congratulations to Edward for this outstanding achievement.”
Headmaster, Mr Wilkinson, said: “I was delighted to receive the letter regarding Edward’s
success and I emailed him immediately at Swarthmore College to pass on my congratulations.
This particular qualification is very demanding and requires the student to develop global
perspectives and reasoning skills before writing a mini-dissertation as an end result. It is a
qualification that is highly regarded and which a growing number of our students opt to take.
That Edward was able to secure the highest mark of all candidates internationally is testament
to his ferocious intelligence and to the quality of student that Spalding Grammar School is able
to produce.”
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The bright engineers, aged 13 to 19,
used computer coding to programme
miniature remote-controlled fourwheel-drive vehicles they designed
and built for a two-day competition
at the University of Warwick. The
vehicles negotiated a demanding course that wound its way over and
through a Range Rover Evoque, replicating the off-road challenges
facing a full-size all-terrain vehicle. The teams were asked to optimise
an existing set of code so a model SUV could
follow a pre-set course in the fastest possible
time. They were scored on track performance
and also presented their work and knowledge
of vehicle design and engineering to a panel of
judges.
The coding competition gave students
a preview to the new £150m National
Automotive Innovation Centre at the
University of Warwick, which will be the
driving force behind the future of the UK’s
automotive sector. Officially opening later this
year, NAIC is one of the largest automotive
research and development facilities in Europe
and is a long-term partnership between Jaguar
Land Rover, Tata Motors European Technical Centre PLC and Warwick
Manufacturing Group.

Grammar School but also their country with this competition. This is
something that most pupils very rarely say or achieve.
We went into the competition believing we had a shot at the title of
being World Champions, but when we saw the quality of the work
of the other 21 teams, we knew it would be very tough. We’re really
proud of what we’ve done and what we’ve achieved, particularly
as it’s been a difficult year for the team as they have moved on to
higher education and working for Jaguar Land Rover, through
gaining graduate placements from the competition. This got in the
way of the development of our car. The competition has been above
and beyond what we expected, particularly the creativity with the
track, winding its way through the UK as well as around the car.
We have loved doing this, learning an enormous amount, with skills that
we’ll use for the rest of our life. Seeing how the other teams approach the
challenge has been a learning experience as well, all in all it’s been an
amazing week.
Even though we did not win any
awards we are proud that we
finished 11th in the world.
Team Trigonometric
Samuel Eady
Megan Kendall
Tristan McNeill

“It’s been an
amazing week. We
are proud that we
finished 11th in the
world!”

Mr D G Jones
Team Manager

Trigonometric, a team of three 19-year-olds, Megan Kendall, Tristan
McNeill and Samuel Eady, were delighted to represent not only Spalding

The par-fect result

COUNTY GOLF CHAMPIONS
Mrs Lee would be so impressed if she were here still - given her passion for golf!

We are delighted to announce that our Year 11 student T. Hull has been crowned Lincolnshire Schools
County Under 16 and 18 Champion!
Earlier this week, T. Hull, W. Langford (Year 7), T. Langford (Year 11) & J. Patrick (Year 12) represented
SGS in the Lincolnshire Schools County Golf Championships, held at Blankney Golf Club. All of the
boys competed well with W. Langford also securing a top 10 finish.
Playing off his handicap of 2, T. Hull (left) shot just two over par to secure his titles, which is an
outstanding individual performance!
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UK Parliament Week

SPEC-TACULAR PROGRESS!
The week beginning 12th November saw election fever hit Spalding
Grammar School with the Year 13 Politics students tasked with creating
an election for the whole school based on four fictional parties: Progress,
Tomorrow, Transform and Vision. After an introductory assembly on
Monday, the scene was set for the election of a lifetime and a week full
of activities about the way Parliament works. The students in each form
(constituency) would vote for the party of their choice and at the end of
the week, the party winning a majority 22 out of the 42 forms and the
popular vote, would win the election.
As with many elections, the start was close and fiercely contested. On
Tuesday, the first day of voting, Progress took an early lead, winning
more constituencies and having more of the popular vote, but rest
assured, Tomorrow were putting up a challenge not to be doubted –
only one constituency and two votes behind. Transform and Vison had
not achieved the greatest of success on Day 1, but with three more days
of voting to go, there was still a chance to challenge the early rise of
Progress and Tomorrow in the polls and win over students in the Form
debates.
If Day 1 was tense, the hearts of the Politics students were about to
really start racing. Progress won three constituencies on Day 2, drawing
in two; Tomorrow, Transform and Vison won two. It may seem to the
person looking from behind the glass that Progress had started a bit of
an avalanche of votes in their favour by retaining their early lead and
destroying the chances of Tomorrow, Transform and Vison as their
avalanche of votes surged down the electoral mountain; but, Progress
had taken two of their three constituencies by just one vote. One student,
or teacher, had decided the result – a true reflection of the first-pastthe-post system used in UK elections, and one of the topics the whole
week sought about teaching students. In the popular vote, Progress led
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Tomorrow by 122 votes to 121. Could Transform and Vison, however,
be making a comeback? The two were fighting it out at the bottom with
just two votes separating them and one constituency. The winning of
two constituencies each on Day 2 meant they had kept themselves
in the race – all it would take now would be a slip from Progress and
Tomorrow in Thursday’s results and the horizon would soon change.
Day 3 and it seemed the Progress avalanche had just gained momentum…
big momentum. From a such a close race in the beginning, Progress had
found some hidden energy as they gained an incredible lead. With 14
constituencies, eight more than Tomorrow and 10 more than Transform
and Vison, we were starting to see a favourite for a majority. In the
popular vote, Progress was nearing 200 student votes with 198 and
extending the gap from one vote between them and Tomorrow on Day
2, to 40 on Day 3. Progress were now not only gaining constituencies
off other parties, but they were winning them by a landslide. On Day 3,
Tomorrow won no constituencies, opening up the door for Transform
and Vison, who were fighting at the bottom, as the gap between 2nd,
3rd and 4th closed. Had Tomorrow been the party to take the trip in the
election race?
Day 4. The day that would decide it all. The tension filled the air like a
thick dense fog. Would Progress be able to find their way through to
a majority? Could Transform or Vision take advantage of Tomorrow’s
slip in the election race? Day 4 could be tough. On one hand, the voting
by Moulton, the House of one of the leaders from both Transform and
Vison, could see one of bottom two parties rise from the ashes and claim
second. On the other, Wykeham was the House of Joe, one of the leaders
of the Progress party. Would the constituencies in each house stay loyal
to their assumed parties? Could Progress claim votes from those who,
on paper, they had no chance of getting?

After counting and verifying the last votes of the week,
these questions were answered. Progress, the party who had
shown promise from day one, capitalised on their success
from Day 2 and 3, taking five constituencies to Tomorrow’s
three, Transform’s one and Vison’s two. Progress had 19
constituencies at the end of Day 4, so how was it possible
to get to the 22 needed to gain a majority out of the 42
constituencies in the school? This is where luck can often
prove the difference in winning and losing. Out of the 42
forms, there were two three-way ties and one two-way tie,
meaning three constituencies were undeclared at the end of
the election.
Following official election protocol, the winner of the threeway ties was decided by the drawing of straws and the twoway tie by a coin toss. Independently and fairly conducted
with a member of staff, and without the presence of a Party
member, Progress gained the three constituencies they
needed to clinch a majority. In the popular vote, Progress
had achieved 34.7%, with Tomorrow winning 29.2%, yet
only winning nine constituencies. As for Transform and
Vison, their battle had culminated with Vison scraping one
more constituency, giving them a total of six, and 18.6%
of the popular vote to Transform’s five constituencies and
14.3%.
The election was not only fought closely, but fought with
passion and a desire to win from all of the party members.
UK Parliament Week was one to remember at SGS.

Transform Party

Progress Party

Jack Carson
Y13, Wykeham

Tomorrow Party

Vision Party
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Mock USA Presidential Elections

SGS LOOKS OVER THE POND
Following on from the huge success of UK Parliament Week, Jack
Carson and Franklin Stokes proposed the idea of a mock Presidential
election between two fictional parties, ‘Fraternity’ and ‘Alliance’, with
the support of lead teachers Ms Dearing (Fraternity) and Mr Cave
(Alliance). Over the three weeks we witnessed highly competitive
campaigning with our new USA President being sworn in to office by
Head Boy, Will Gurney.
Week 1 began with a whole school assembly explaining the coming
week’s activities and video of best wishes from former politician Ann
Widdecombe. Following on from this, all 42 forms were assigned a
State and had to elect a Sixth Form student to become Governor. It
was then a decision for the Governor to elect their two deputies (one
in KS3 and one in KS4). The forms all had to research their State and
complete a Top Trumps card with suggested information.

With Thursday being voting day, we were able to announce Alliance
as the winning party and SGS’s new USA President as Daniel DoreyRodriguez. The popular votes were close but, as is the way the
electoral system in the US works, Alliance took the State votes by a
landslide of 36-4.
It has been a great experience for all and I hope that, as I am, students
are a little clearer on the system across the pond!
Well done to all who took part and thank you to all staff for your
support with this initiative – it is events like this that make SGS great
and I hope to run many more student-led programmes like it!
Miss Grant
Communication and Liaison Officer

As the following two weeks unravelled, we saw each party elect
their presidential candidate. Becca Long and her vice-presidential
candidate, Franklin Stokes, took the lead for the Fraternity party,
while Daniel Dorey-Rodriguez and his vice, Ethan White, stood
strong for Alliance.
Each party had a campaign team and was tasked with a campaign
poster, slogan and four policies to get students on side. With each
party going above and beyond to wrestle votes, the third week
kicked off with a whole school presidential debate chaired by Will
Gurney. The hidden questions were tough and required tactical and
imaginative responses from both parties.
On Wednesday 13 February, we welcomed Councillor Jan Whitbourn
and President of the Royal British Legion Spalding Branch, Chris
Carter, to host a ‘Question Time’ event, which was opened up to
the whole school during form time and break. It was great to hear
views and questions from all ages within the School, including a welldelivered question on obesity from a Year 7 student.
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SGS musicians hit all the right notes

A LOOK BACK AT THE LAST YEAR
From full-on musical productions to solo performances and everything
in between, the Music Department places students of all ages into the
spotlight for their chance to shine. Towards the end of the last school
year, the music department, alongside the PFA, organised a summer
music festival featuring a number of the students’ bands performing
on the back of a trailer to teachers, students and parents. It was a huge
success, with ex-SGS students ‘Upstereo’ headlining the event.
Kicking off this year with power chords, screaming guitars and soaring
vocals was the production of School of Rock, showcasing both the
acting talents and the musical talents here at Spalding Grammar School.
Lead actor Harry Bourne (Dewey Finn) along with Dylan Taylor (Ned
Schneebly) both conveyed brilliant and convincing performances
throughout. Finally, the unspoken heroes, the band, brought life to the
whole piece, performing a large number of tracks live, displaying their
prowess and versatility.
Following on from this was the first of a number of music showcases
that have since become a staple event in the SGS community, featuring
young bands such as Battle Of The Bands runner-up ‘Who Shot Frank’,
local rock band ‘Penguinz’ and new band ‘Deep Blue’, who all put
on spectacular performances from start to finish, not forgetting the
dedication of the various members from the Concert and Soul Band
who work hard for each and every concert.
Throughout the year we have enjoyed various seasonal concerts and
performances during assemblies, awards ceremonies, Charter Day and
the like. All require planning and rehearsals in order to deliver to the
audience in the best possible displays. It is here that we have welcomed
new students and we see them flourish in both confidence and ability.
Mrs Howman is a credit to her musicians as they are to her!
Towards the end of the year was Band Night, a night exhibiting a number
of talented bands currently performing both in and out of school.
Kicking off the night was prog-rock inspired ‘Wessex Fayre’, performing
both original and cover material. Next up was alt rock/ indie band
‘403’ covering a number of 90s/2000s rock hits from Arctic Monkeys
and Weezer to the Foo Fighters and Smashing Pumpkins. Playing next
were festival band ‘Penguinz’, playing a number of classic rock covers
including numbers by the Eagles, Jimi Hendrix, Pink Floyd and Green
Day, all of which the band put their own spin on with improv guitar
solos and driving drum fills. Topping off the night with more indie rock
were ‘Who Shot Frank?’ putting on an explosive performance before the
end of the night.

celebration of students’ dedication
to music and a reflection of the
hard work they put in, and the
enthusiasm that they have for the
subject.

to

During the concert the school
ensembles, including the concert
band, soul band and ukulele group,
performed some well-known
pieces, with the concert band
being more than ably conducted
by Year 8 student Jack Wheatley.
For our soloists, we were treated to a huge range of performances from
vocal through to saxophone and piano. Notable performances included
Jay White and Finlay Estell, both in Year 10, who sang superbly whilst
accompanying themselves on the acoustic guitar. We heard a trumpet
solo given by Toby Walters in Year 9, who has just passed his grade 6
exam with a distinction, and Krimgsley De Almeida Via who recently
took grade 7 on his violin and grade 4 on the piano, not forgetting a
lively set from the rock band Penguinz to open the second half.
Congratulations to all those that received ties on the night, and to all our
musicians who performed with professionalism, putting on a superb
show of very enjoyable and memorable music.
Overall, this year in the music department has been non-stop and with
something always going on, students have always had an opportunity to
show their skills to students and parents alike. None of this would have
been possible without the hard work and dedication of Mrs Howman to
whom everyone who has been involved would like to thank her for the
brilliant opportunities given to them.
Patrick Walsh
Y12, Bentley

As if this wasn’t enough, to finish the year we had our summer concert.
Again, a selection of the best musicians took to the stage to perform
in a fantastic evening of musical entertainment, culminating for a few
students in the presentation of a music tie. This is an award that can
be earned by students in any year, through their involvement in music
events that happen throughout the year (and later on). Moreover, it is a
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From back-stage to centre-stage...

‘THERE’S NO WAY YOU CAN STOP
THE SCHOOL OF ROCK!”
Early March saw a spectacular series of performances of “The School
of Rock” composed originally by Andrew Lloyd Webber. This incredibe
show was organised by Mrs Howman, who created the brilliance on
stage, aided by Mr Lane and Mr Wilkinson. The musical itself was rightly
chosen, as it held an engaging plot, with all the students involved loving
the opportunity to be a part of it. The songs were catchy, the costumes
were dazzling and the set was super.
My personal experience of participating in this musical was wholly
positive and beneficial, increasing my confidence along with my
connection with the School. Each rehearsal would vary, learning
new songs and going through lines, everyone learning new skills and
developing their dramatic and musical stature. It was clear to see the
progression from learning the first song to completing them all; I feel
as though everyone grew in dynamism and ability. The progression also
marked an increase of excitement, as this process led to spectacular final
performances due to the hard work and dedication that everyone put
in. Everyone played their part in the rehearsal process and I personally
enjoyed the feeling of a community, bonding with students within my
year as well as understanding the younger years better. This helped me
to meet different people, who all shared the same passion for music and
drama. I had a lot of fun during rehearsals, learning and having fun with
all the cast.
The final performances went excellently. I enjoyed the chance to be able
to unleash my inner courage as the bold and terrifying supporting lead
Rosalie Mullins, Headteacher of Horace Green. I particularly enjoyed
singing on stage, something I never thought I would do. This character,
although somewhat different to me as a person, grew on me; my
transformation into Ms Mullins was both scary and enjoyable given the
different sides we see of Rosalie on stage. Throughout the performnce
she switches from an unwavering dictator to a passionate rock lover.

I was proud of myself, the
backstage crew and the
whole cast and with the highquality level of performance
produced. Everyone pushing
their limits, being the best
to their potential upon the
stage. The lights, the drama,
the music! A performance
truly enjoyed by all.

“I have enjoed my time working
on this musical, having some
great memorable moments”

Jessica Toomey
Y12, Rosalie Mullins

Harry Bourne
Dewey Finn

“School of Rock was great fun and a big success. The Musical follows
Dewey Finn as he brings a prestigious school class to understand the
true meaning of music and shows them the way to truly rock. Dewey is
broke and fraudulently takes his best friend’s (Ned Schneebly) place as a
substitute teacher at Horace Green, to earn cash and pay rent. They enter
the Battle of the Bands and all ends well, with Dewey bringing music
into the life of all he meets. I really enjoyed my time in the musical, and
loved bringing Dewey to life, engaging with my inner Jack Black. The
Musical was truly made spectacular thanks to the work of all the cast,
the backstage crew, the band, Mr Wilkinson on lights and sound and
Mrs Howman putting her heart and soul into it.”
Harry Bourne
Y12, Dewey Finn (pictured below)

Dan Dorey-Rodriguez
Drummer

“Getting to know my character has been an
amazing experience, with some aspects being
similar to me. It has been great fun seeing him
come to life”

“Since joining the production of School of Rock,
I have made new friends and gained confidence”

Anderson MacCormick
Sonny Hathaway

“It has been a great experience
and a real confidence boost”
Jess Toomey
Rosalie Mullins
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“I am grateful to be playing in a band with
so much talent”

Ryan Ream
Sean

“This will be my final musical with SGS
and it has made me realise how much
my confidence and musical ability have
grown throughout my time here”
Sam Hearne
Theo
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Students run, jump and throw for gold

SGS SPORTS DAY 2019

As the schoool year drew to a close, over 200 competitors from Years
7-10 descended onto the school fields to take part in our annual
Sports Day.
In addition to the pleasing levels of team spirit, resilience and
commitment of the students, we saw a number of stand-out
performances too.
The Inter-House competition was closely fought, with the lead
changing place several times throughout the day. After session
1, Bentley led from Gamyln, but in session 2 Hobson emerged as
leaders narrowly ahead of Bentley. After the third and final session
(during which most of the finals are run), the scores revealed that
Bentley had just overtaken Hobson by two points to claim the Sports
Day crown.
From each event the top six competitors accrued ‘raw’ points (6 for
first, 5 for second etc). Then at each Year group Inter-House points
are awarded based upon position – i.e. the highest scoring House in

Year 7 get 12 Inter-House points, second 10 Inter-House points, and
so on. A summary of the scores can be found below, and a complete
breakdown of the results from each final can be found on the VLE
(Subjects > PE > Interhouse > Sports Day).
We would like to extend our thanks to a number of people for making
the event so successful. Firstly, the competitors for their efforts and
collaboration throughout the events; secondly, to Year 12 students
who helped organise teams and officiate events; the Site Team who
prepared the facilities so well, and to Mr Colwell and Mr Garmory,
who helped with supervision throughout the day.

Lewis Haythorn of the Y10 Hobson relay team just holding
off Gamlyn’s Lewis King on the anchor leg to win the race.

Finally, thanks go to the whole school, who came out to celebrate the
finals in the afternoon, joining in with the support and enjoyment
of this event.
SGS PE Department

Lewis King (Gamlyn) sets the Y10, 100m record of 11.38 seconds, shaving 0.3
seconds off Josh Chaplain-Barton’s record of 2005. This comes one year after
Lewis set the Y9 100m record of 11.69.

Will Langford (Bentley)
pipped
Haydn
Lewis
(Wykeham) with just 20
metres to go in the Y7 1500m
final to claim victory.

Jacob Sharman (Moulton) of Y9 won the
800m with a fantastic time of 2:19, just six
seconds off the 36-year-old School record.
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Y7 football team taste sweet success

SGS control the court
BASKETBALL NEWS

U12 LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

After winning the district league against the Peele School, the Year 7 football team welcomed
Boston Grammar School (Boston area winners) to SGS for the South Lincolnshire league
final. In the first few minutes of the match the SGS team scored one of the best goals of the
season. Captain Noah Freeman collected the ball on the left wing and played an excellent
cross-field pass to Jack Lambe; with Lambe’s first touch he played an excellent through ball to
Will Langford, who powered the ball into the top corner.

In March both our Under 13s and Under 16s
basketball teams have been crowned South
Lincolnshire Basketball Champions!

The second goal of the game came from Freeman, who finished excellently when one vs one
with the opposition goalkeeper. In the second half the Boston side put SGS under pressure,
scoring early in the half. With the score at 2-1 the U12 team had to dig deep, and thanks to some excellent movement up-front Freeman
grabbed his second goal of the game. The score finished 3-1 to SGS, who were crowned U12 South Lincolnshire Champions!

Our teams had to compete against fellow
league winners Haven High Academy, at both
age groups, to determine the overall winners.
The Under 13s produced an excellent all round
display to secure a 14-0 victory, whilst our
Under 16s were also superb in winning 25-14.

The Year 7 football team has had an excellent season, reaching the last four in the County Cup, and maintained their unbeaten record
throughout the league campaign. They have performed to a high level during the school football season, but most pleasing of all, they have
demonstrated a keen desire to learn and improve. They are now a much more accomplished squad when compared with the beginning of
the season.

Under 13s: J. Brooks, D. Prince, H. BiehlerBirch, F. Wheatley, E. Barnes, K. Ibeneme, H.
Lovell, & Y. Nazan.

Thank you to all the Year 7 students who have attended fixtures and training, and thank you to all the parents who have supported the team
during the season.

Under 16s: A. Bell, J. Forster, S. Irotumhe, D.
Slykovicius, J. Ling, J. Clark, H. Walsh & the
injured J. Gill.

Mr Stone
U12 Coach

Year 7s scrum-up well
RUGBY SEVENS TOURNAMENT

April saw our Year 7 rugby sevens team
conclude their season, competing at a
tournament hosted by King’s Grammar
School. The boys performed excellently
as a team once again to secure overall
2nd place!

Final match squad: B. White, J. Delaney,
H. Ward, A. Robinson, I. Chandler, A.
Suwarneraj, S. Bartlett, O. Overload, H.
Duce & N. Freeman.

The route to finishing 2nd included
thumping wins of 49-10 vs King’s
Grammar School ‘Maroon’ and 33-19 vs
Carre’s Grammar School.

Under 13s squad

Students continue to impress

ATHLETICS SUCCESS

In July we took some of our best young athletes to the South
Lincolnshire Athletics Championship. The boys competed in
their Year groups across a range of events including throws,
jumps, sprints and long distance runs. All of the boys did well
and due to the number of results, below are just our top 2
finishes:
This year SGS have been lucky enough to have had many of their
athletic students chosen to represent South Lincolnshire at County
level championships.
In June, nine of our students represented South Lincolnshire in the
Lincolnshire Athletics Championship held at Boston. Competing
individually, all of the boys performed excellently, with some of
our students’ stand-out results below:
•
•
•
•
•

S. Irotumhe crowned Lincolnshire triple jump champion and
runner-up in the long jump
R. Garner crowned Lincolnshire discus champion with a
throw of 29.35m
J. Sharman runner-up in the 800m
N. Cooke finished 5th in the 75m hurdles
A. Tointon also finished 5th in the 100m sprint

1st Place
H. Ward in the Shot Put & Discus
B. White in the High Jump
L. King in the 200m
R. Garner in the Discus
2nd Place
A. Tointon in the Shot Put & Long Jump,
L. King in the 100m
G. Neale in the Shot Put
O. Smith in the Long Jump
N. Cooke in the 200m
B. White in the Long Jump
J. Sharman in the 800m
J. Grundy in the Discus
O. Shields in the 200m & the Year 10 relay

Under 16s squad

Lanning and his legacy

HOCKEY’S RESURGENCE IN FULL SWING

Led by Mrs Harrison Wild, hockey at Spalding Grammar School has made huge strides this year. One of this
season’s stand-out players, Ed Lanning, gave us his reflection:
“It has been a great year for me as Senior Hockey Captain. We have gone from strength to strength and seen many
victories. My team-mates have enjoyed challenging matches between rival schools accross the county. I am just
gutted to be leaving at such a pivotal point as hockey becomes increasingly popular!”

2019 Sports Celebration Evening

NEW AWARD IN HONOUR OF MR STONE
To round off the eventful sporting year at SGS, we hosted our annual Sports Celebration
Evening. The evening allows us to reflect upon the sporting successes from the year with
students receiving their sports colours and winning individual awards.
A special mention goes to the six students; N. Freeman, J. Blackman,
G. Neale, A. Day, J. Clark and T. Wide, who all delivered superb
speeches to summarise their Year group’s sporting seasons. Prior
to his departure at the end of this year, Mr Stone gave a heartfelt address, reflecting upon his time at SGS. This was
followed by Mr Venables, thanking Mr Stone for his outstanding contribution to SGS PE. Additionally, a new award for
outstanding performances in basketball was presented to S. Irotumhe in Mr Stone’s honour.
We would like to extend our thanks to the students, parents and guests who attended the evening. Additional
congratulations go to the students who won individual awards including each Year group’s Sportsman of the Year:
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Year 7 - N. Freeman
Year 8 - H. Biehler-Birch
Year 9 - T. Chesworth

Year 10 - A. Tointon
Year 11 - J. Clark
Senior - J. Manton.
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Samosas, Himalayas and the Taj Mahal

SGS boys take eye-opening trip to Normandy

INDIA OUTLOOK EXPEDITION 2018
On 21 July, twenty one students embarked on a
month-long expedition to northern India. The
expedition had been two years in the planning, with
students raising the necessary funding through a
variety of initiatives. Under leadership provided by
Outlook Expeditions, along with support from Mr
Endersbee, Mrs Donnelly and Mr and Mrs Lane,
the students worked as two separate teams and
embarked on a range of incredible experiences.
Having landed in Delhi and sourced provisions for
the journey, we made our way north to Manali, via
a 14-hour coach journey.
The next leg was a 12-hour jeep journey along one
of the most incredible routes in the world. Crossing
the Rohtang Pass (3978m) and the Kunzum Pass
(4590m), we made our way into the wild and
remote Spiti valley, close to the Tibetan border. To
acclimatise to the altitude in the Himalayas, the
teams spent a couple of days in Kaza, at 3650m. This
was followed by three days working on a project to
construct greenhouses which would enable a local
community to grow vegetables over an extended
growing season. This was tough work involving
mixing mud, making bricks in moulds and moving
significant quantities of earth.
The bricks were left to harden whilst we embarked
on a 6-day trek through some amazing scenery,
reaching altitudes in excess of 4900m. Mules were
used to carry much of the equipment and we wildcamped for the first three nights. A couple of nights
were then spent in homestays in remote villages,
part of the sustainable tourism project aimed to
boost the incomes of the locals.

D-DAY COMMEMORATIONS

On completion of the trek the teams returned to
their project sites to complete the greenhouses.
Walls were plastered and painted and a large
polythene sheet was then secured over the entire
structure. It was with immense satisfaction that the
greenhouses were completed and a plaque unveiled
on each at an opening ceremony.
Heavy rain delayed the groups’ departure from
the Spiti valley, as a series of landslides had closed
the road. It took a couple of days for the road to
be reopened, and even then repairs were still being
made as we slowly made our way back to Manali.
Traffic was held up whilst a bridge was being
patched up and at one point we had to stop whilst
dynamite was used to widen the road. Eventually
the teams made it back to Manali and then all the
way back to Delhi. Without further delay the teams
took a coach to Agra, where they would spend the
final couple of days. Time was spent admiring Agra
Fort and the splendour of the Taj Mahal.
After a wonderful 25-day experience it was time
to return to Delhi and fly back to the UK. With
students stepping up to lead the whole programme
in India, making decisions about how to use the
time, where to stay and how best to manage the
budget, it was great to witness how they developed
over the course of the expedition.

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of D-Day, a few students from Spalding Grammar School were
privileged enough to be part of a trip to Normandy. Organised by local businessman Harold
Payne, the pilgrimage aimed to commemorate the servicemen and women who died during what
became known as Operation Neptune on June 6, 1944.
It was an emotional experience as young people stood side-by-side with veterans of WWII and
set down thousands of red roses on war graves belonging to those men and women who never
made it back to English soil.
Archie Morant (pictured left), was one of those privileged students and, speaking to the local
press, he remarked:
“I think it’s vital to remember D-Day because these men gave their lives in fighting for our
country. If it wasn’t for them, we wouldn’t have freedom and so I think it’s brilliant of Harold
Payne to organise a coach to bring us here. I’d like to thank him so much for doing so.”

Points mean prizes

REWARDS DAY TRIP TO ALTON TOWERS
As we ended of our first academic year with the new rewards system Go4Schools, as promised, we organised a
Rewards Day to Alton Towers for those pupils who had reached the positive points threshold. This was voted for
as the preferred destination during the student questionnaire held earlier this year.
The boys had a great day, despite a rocky start with travel sickness - luckily this didn’t extend to the rides!

Students draw up yet more success

Mr Lane

ART COMPETITION WINNERS
This year has seen some fantastic achievements
from the SGS Artists. Below are just a few...
On a cold November evening, it was once
again that time of year where students, parents,
teachers and supporters came together for
the prize giving at the Willoughby Gallery in
Corby Glen, for the Trust’s 2018 Competition.
Dawid Borkowski won 1st prize in Class 4
(GCSE Level) for his striking self-portrait in
the style of French artist Françoise Nielly.
Coming first in the Class 3 (KS3) category was
Matthew Edwards with his Pop Art inspired
triptych using Adobe Illustrator. This detailed
digital art piece was also previously hung at
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this year’s National Students’ Exhibition, a
collection of the finest students’ work done
that year from all across the country.

Certificates and cheques were awarded to the
prize-winners, and judges had nothing but
praise for the high standard of work on display.

Max Bland won the Visitor’s Choice prize
for his highly detailed biro portrait simply
entitled “Ethan.” This was the second time
this year that Max had seen his portrait hung
in a gallery, as his piece was also featured in
this year’s National Students’ Exhibition, along
with Matthew’s.

At the ‘Artists of Crowland & the Children’s
Open Art Competition’, Y13 artist Joseph Seth
won the ‘People’s Choice’ award. Well done Joe
- people clearly have great taste!

‘Highly Commended’ were Jonathan Robinson
and Richard Simpson in Class 4 and Daniel
Pearce in Class 5 for his piece entitled
“Taekwondo Kyorugi.”
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Foodbank Frenzy
SGS PARTNERS UP WITH AGAPE
Following on from the Summer 2018 Bentleian, Jack and I formed a
student-led Sixth Form Marketing and Promotions (MAP) Team with
the aim of engaging the whole school in community initiatives. October
saw the first opportunity as we teamed up with our local foodbank,
Agape, to celebrate World Food Day.

With a strong partnership being formed, work was already in place
to once again give students a chance to help families in the local area.
With Christmas being one of the busiest times for Irene and her devoted
volunteers, SGS Year 12 students dedicated their time, much of which
was their own, to helping out with Christmas food parcels.

Agape Care Foodbank is a social concern project of the Lighthouse
Church, situated opposite our school. The vision is to serve the
Community by providing emergency food for people in crisis in the
Spalding and South Holland area. All food given is donated by the local
community and is supported by local supermarkets and food factories.
Every Thursday the Agape cafe provides a three-course meal for those
using Agape care. All the food comes through donations. Those using
the cafe have a chance to take away donated fresh food as well.

The students were joined by staff, including Headmaster Mr Wilkinson,
Deputy Headteacher Mrs Ingram, Director of PaCE Mrs Johnson and
Director of Sixth Form Dr Leadbeater, for the community-spirited
exercise. One group of the students was based in the school hall, where
they wrapped up to 60 boxes in Christmas-themed paper. The other
group of students was on hand at the foodbank itself, where they sorted
donations of food, soft drinks, toiletries and toys.

On 16 October 2018, all staff and students were asked to bring in one
item of unperishable food, which the MAP Team collected during
form period. The team was inundated with tins and packets and found
themselves searching for the Site Team to locate additional trolleys!
With over 1000 food items collected, we were delighted to be joined by
Agape Project Co-ordinator Irene Davies, and Mr Wilkinson to present
the collections. The MAP Team’s work didn’t end there; they then
transported all the food accross the road to the Agape store rooms and
made sure all items were stacked away in the correct places.

Rockin’ around the SLT
CHRISTMAS AT SGS
In December, the Senior Leadership Team kept up tradition and served
the students and staff their Christmas dinner. Mr Wilkinson was placed
in charge of turkey, Mrs Harrison Wild was on vegetable patrol, with Mr
Endersbee asking that annual question "Would you like sprouts?" At the end
of the line was Mrs Ingram with gravy and the option of Christmas pudding
or chocolate sponge.

Super-Dan saves younger student
ACT OF BRAVERY

It was humbling and inspiring to witness the two teams working so well
together, getting into the spirit with Christmas music being played and
every single person playing their part!

During October, his usual school bus journey proved to be a day
to remember for quick-thinking Daniel Mountain, Year 11, as he
pushed a fellow schoolboy out of the way of a car that shot across
a road and demolished a stretch of the boundary wall at Moulton
Church.

Miss Grant
Communication and Liaison Officer

The impact partially demolished the wall along a 12ft stretch but
Daniel’s family - and his school - realise the accident could have been
much worse for the Year 8 student Daniel rescued.

Duke of Kent arrives in style
SGS ROYAL LANDING

Since before the February Half Term, we had been liaising with
the Royal Flight team and Lincolnshire Police to arrange for
the Queen’s cousin, the Duke of Kent, to land on our Memorial
Field to unveil the new War Memorial in Ayscoughfee Gardens.

Mrs Harrison Wild, Director of Resources, commented, “We are
incredibly proud of Daniel. He is a credit to Spalding Grammar
School.”

We saw a smooth landing, but apparently the take-off was rather
hampered by the gale-force weather conditions.
The Pilot and Royal Flight team were very informative and gave
us the opportunity to look around the Royal Helicopter.

“We had 60 boxes to cover with
wrapping paper and get all the
Christmas food that was stored
here packed and ready to be
delivered.
We also had a quantity of food
delivered by Sainsbury’s that
had to be sorted and stored.
All of this required a lot of
heavy lifting and moving of
boxes containing food. For the
students to have done that, and
also to cover the boxes, took lots
of their time.

“The whole Year group came together and ‘mucked
in’ to support the local community, which speaks
volumes about the students that we have at the
School. I am immensely proud of them for their
efforts and my thanks go to them, as well to Miss
Grant and Mrs Johnson for organising the event
and to all the staff who helped in supervising the
event.”

Fundraising goes to new lengths
SPONSORED SWIM FOR PFA AND LIONS
Following the September Quiz, the next event in the PFA calendar was the
Sponsored Swim in October. A team of ten students entered the Spalding
Lions event at the Pool in Spalding. Students were tasked with completing
30 lengths as quickly as possible, or as many lengths as possible in 20
minutes. They were also challenged with collecting sponsors for the
event. The team was:

Mr Wilkinson
Headmaster

Year 7 - Oliver Sorrell, Anish Suwarneraj, Harry Smith, Haydn Lewis
Year 8 - Nitesh Anbazhagan,
Year 9 - Alfie Brooks, Bailey Jackson, Seb Lewis, Samuel Harris
Year 10 - Joshua Haines

They were so polite while doing
it as well.”

The team raised around £600 between them – a fantastic amount. This
will be split 50/50 between the Spalding Lions, to support community
projects, and the SGS Parents and Friends Association (PFA) to enrich the
education of our students.

Irene Davies
Project Co-ordinator
Harry Smith , Y7, and Sam Harris, Y9
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Mr Endersbee,
Assistant Headteacher
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Marathon Man

Wykeham’s charity collection soars to new heights

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED FOR MR CRANE
Although I have completed the London
Marathon before and knew what to expect, I can
wholeheartedly say that it remains one of the
most challenging experiences of my life. Nothing
can prepare you for the mental challenge of the
Isle of Dogs or the excruciating pain that you
experience in your legs with every step that you
take. Despite months of training, sometimes
you cannot escape the dreaded wall or know
when or if you may hit that psychological and
physiological barrier.
However, the London Marathon was still an
amazing and fantastic day that completely
eclipsed my last attempt two years ago. The
army of support along the streets of London was
unbelievable and certainly gave me a lift when I
most needed it.
There were so many highlights, including
running around the Cutty Sark, where there is
so much noise from the crowd; running over the
infamous Tower Bridge; and, right at the end,
when you see Buckingham Palace and knowing
that you only have 385 yards until the finish.
It remains a unique experience and, despite
being an individual challenge, the other runners
for Asthma UK, the Asthma UK Support crew,
the enormous and enthusiastic crowd as well
as the 44,000 runners, really make it feel like a
team event. This year, I improved my previous
best time by 1 hour and 8 minutes to finish the

course in 4 hours 19 minutes and 26 seconds.
I could not have done this without the support
of my wife, who not only came along to London
with me to support me, but has tolerated the
large amount of time that is sacrificed to train
for the big day.
I would like to thank everyone who supported
me before, during and after the Marathon and
for all those people who have generously donated
to Asthma UK. Currently I have smashed my
fundraising target by raising £2120; however,
this continues to grow day by day.
Being a part of “the biggest one-day fundraiser”
felt amazing and humbling. There were so
many runners, running for a range of different
charities and raising awareness for their own
charities, but more importantly, raising millions
of pounds for some great causes. I feel proud to
be a small part of such a big event.
Thank you for all your generous donations.
Mr Crane
PE Teacher
Head of Moulton
Marathon Man

“I’ve been asthmatic for the whole of my life but I still feel that people
aren’t aware of the condition and, more importantly, the consequences
of not looking after someone with asthma.
I’m one of the lucky ones in that asthma hasn’t stopped me from running
and leading a healthy lifestyle. Having heard some of the stories about
how people have lost loved ones from an asthma attack when there are
treatments available, I just felt that I wanted to give something back for
all that Asthma UK does.”

LINCS AND NOTTS AIR AMBULANCE

The Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance is an incredible charity which
provides emergency rescue and treatment for those in need in the
Lincolnshire area. Equipped with their iconic yellow helicopter and an
exceptional team, their help can make the difference between life and
death for people like us. The charity is not part of the NHS, so receives
no government funding; it is completely funded by donations, and this
is why Wykeham have decided to
support the charity this year.
At the start of the year, each form
presented to the whole House a
charity of their choice and pledged
their reasons behind supporting
that charity. As a result of a vote
within the House we chose to
support The Lincolnshire and
Nottinghamshire Air Ambulance.
With a target of raising £600, the
House team immediately jumped
into brainstorming ideas how
we could raise the most money,
with aims to raise more than
Wykeham ever has before. These
ideas were aided by Faye Nam
(in the picture), the community
fundraiser for Lincolnshire, who kindly gave us support and provided
us with fundraising items to help us throughout the year.
The first fundraising activity of the year was the Sports Day refreshment
stall, which I’m sure many of the students are familiar with. Amidst
the high temperatures and overwhelming demand, and despite all the
troubles we ran into (such as Jack’s collapsing gazebos, running out of
stock several times and spillages in Aldi) we managed to raise over £160,
more than any of us expected.

Whilst all these events were going
on on a bi-weekly basis, we collected
donations from the very generous forms
of Wykeham, which totalled £493.45.
Our time as members of the House team
is nearing an end, and so we would like to
say a big thank you to Mrs Donnelly for
guiding us for the past year and helping
organise all these events, a thank you for
the rest of the House team for all their
hard-work coming up with and leading all of the events. And finally,
a massive thank you to the whole of Wykeham for their continuous
generosity throughout the year which allowed us to raise a whopping
total of £792 for the charity. We exceeded our target by £192 and we are
proud to say that this is much more than Wykeham have raised in the
past. We have now donated this money so that the Lincs and Notts Air
Ambulance charity can continue to save lives every day.
Abigail Bates & Oliver Roffe
Y13, Wykeham House Charity Captains

Students get sentenced to an en-Dearing year

FINLEY REFLECTS ON A YEAR OF LAW AND POLITICS

Many members of the school are often
unaware of the hard work and dedication
which occurs in the Law and Politics
Department. With the co-ordination of Ms
Dearing and assistance of Mrs Woodley, the
department had been able to guide students
towards developing the necessary skills
required for their A Levels.

However, this year the students of Law and
Politics have had the opportunities to engage
in activities outside the classroom. This
began with a talk from Mr Craig Delaney on
behalf of Calthrops solicitors. The detailed
insight, on behalf of a senior partner, proved
useful to many students of law, as they were
able to gain understanding of the legal
system, also they were able to learn of career
pathways from different routes, including
that of the CILEX apprenticeship. With such
an experience, the students of Year 12 have
become open to the idea of pursuing a career
in law, with many wishing to continue to
higher education.
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Our second event was a cake sale, held in the Atrium at break. Provided
with donations from Wykeham House, we sold cakes, biscuits, sweets
and a half-eaten pack of ready salted crisps kindly donated by Tim Salva,
making £49 for The Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance. Our next event was
a not so successful popcorn sale at the ‘School of Rock’ performance,
where we spent several hours preparing and several hours waiting
around, only to make £12, but every
penny counts and we all had a fairly large
helping of popcorn to take home in the
end, so there were some silver linings.
Our final event was another refreshment
stall at the Year 9-11 Movie Afternoon,
from which we profited £30.

Later on, through the school year, both the
Law and Politics students were excited at
the idea of a day in London, to gain a firsthand experience of where their studies
culminated. Firstly, a visit to the Old Bailey,
the Central Criminal Court of England and
Wales. Whilst we were at at the Old Bailey,
the case of Jack Renshaw was seen. This case
regarded the crimes of the planned murder
of MP Rosie Cooper by Neo-Nazi Renshaw;
the outcome of the case was a 20-year jail
sentence for Mr Renshaw. For many this
was their first experience watching such a
proceeding. The viewing of this case really
illustrated to students how the law was
having an effect on people’s livelihoods.
After such an experience the cohort made
their way over to Whitehall. After engaging
in an interesting workshop, the students
were able to sit in on proceedings in both
the House of Commons and House of Lords.
Although the students narrowly missed out
on meeting the then Prime Minister (Theresa
May) they did have the fortune to engage

in some questions with the MP for South
Holland and the Deepings, Sir John Hayes.
The experience in Parliament benefited
those studying Politics, allowing them to see
how our country is governed, but also those
studying Law were able to see where Bills are
passed which create the foundations of our
law. The trip was an engaging yet enjoyable
one for those who went, with thanks going
to Ms Dearing, Mrs Woodley and Mr
Endersbee for allowing the occasion to run
to its full potential.
Law and Politics are unknown to many
students lower down the School. The
department holds success both at A Level
and outside the curricular focus. With
exciting prospects coming up such as a Bar
Mock Trial competition and the addition to
the enrichment timetable of AS Criminology,
students should consider getting involved,
when they approach their A Level choices.
Finley Murdoch
Y12, Moulton
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You’ll never walk alone...

Dance the night away...

SGS SPONSONRED WALK

Following on from the success of last year’s walk, all SGS staff and students donned their walking gear once again and headed for the slippery, wet
banks of the River Welland as they completed the walk to Cowbit and back. Unlike 2018, the weather was not kind to us, and it was touch-and-go
as to whether it would even be able to go ahead given the torrential rainfall the week had seen.

YEAR 11 & YEAR 13 GO OUT IN STYLE
As is tradition, 2019 saw another two fantastic leavers’ events - the Year 11 Prom and the Year 13 Leavers’ Ball.
We have picked out a few photos - well done to all who organised these evenings!

However, in true sportsmanship style, everyone made the most of the day; some wore costumes and silly hats, most ate bananas and for those with
a desire to do so, there was the opportunity to run the 20 miles!!
Each student had been tasked with collecting sponsorship money for their walk, with all proceeds going to the PFA for enriching the curriculum
of our students.
All in all, another fantastic show of camaraderie and team spirit that still brings SGS together as a whole school - well done everyone!

All those in favour...

YEAR 12 MASTER DEBATING

On Tuesday 21 May, a group of four Year
12 students attended a friendly debating
competition at Oundle School, to gain
much sought-after experience of the English
Speaking Union Mace debate competition
format, in which two teams of two students
debate a single motion.
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motion ‘This House would rather be home
schooled.’

There were four separate debates on the
evening. In the first debate our team of
Daniel Dorey-Rodriguez and Ethan White
was proposing the motion ‘This House would
make it illegal for anyone in a company to
earn more than 20 times that of their lowest
paid worker.’

For Daniel, this was his third formal debate
and his experience and confidence were
clearly and impressively evident. That noted,
despite understandable nerves in their first
experience of a very challenging, exposing
competitive environment, Ethan, Dylan
and Joshua debated with admirable ability,
composure and courage. Both teams had
prepared well and each student delivered
persuasive speeches as well as offering
challenging points of information to their
opponents.

In the final debate of the evening Dylan
Taylor and Joshua Ripley were opposing the

In the informal adjudication at the end of
a very busy evening of debating, each of

our SGS teams was judged to have edged
their debates – deservedly. Daniel, Ethan,
Dylan and Josh were an absolute credit to
themselves and the School in their conduct,
performance, and their sociability with
competing peers.
Even more impressively, these students are
now determined to further develop their
skills and experience by creating - on their
own initiative - a friendly debate format for
formal senior student lunchtime debating in
school. They also support the school debating
group which has been meeting regularly on
Wednesday lunchtimes this year.
Mr R Cave
Teacher of English/Debate Guru
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Check-mate

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST PRIMARY v SGS

Fourteen SGS students ventured over to St John’s Primary School, for the third match in our ongoing
competition. With a link established through our Primary Liaison programme, students have enjoyed the
opportunity to test their chess skills against some gifted young players from St John’s.
SGS welcomed a number of new members to its team, with popularity of the contest growing. Many of the
players were former St John’s students, making the event a welcome reunion!
With the scores poised at 1-1, the competition was fierce, and SGS took an early lead. However, St John’s began
to fight back to narrow the lead, but it was not enough to prevent a 35.5 to 21.5 victory for SGS.
Once again the attitude and sportsmanship demonstrated by both sets of players was exemplary.

Enrichment

SGS chess squad: Richard Simpson, Adam Arnfield, Joshua
Ruddle, Connor Maskell, Jake Harvey, Ronnie Smith, George Cousins, Joseph Seaborn Townsend,
Christopher Townsend, Xander Lightburn, Ryan Ream, Owen Taylor, Kacper Bialas, Joshua Hosier.
Well done to all those involved. We are looking to arrange the next fixture for next term. E-mails will
once again be sent to all parents – any student is welcome to play.
Mr Endersbee
Assistant Headteacher
This year chess has run twice a week during lunchtimes. All years have been represented throughout
the year, playing against each other and setting up mini competitions between themselves. It has
been a great opportunity for students to chat to other pupils outside their year group. Next year I
hope to develop Chess Club to include not only friendly/ leisurely games, but also speed chess for
those who relish a challenge and riddles to solve.
Mrs Woodley
Teacher of History and Chess Guru

It was a bright cold day in April and the clocks had just struck 13...

GEORGE ORWELL’S ‘1984’ BOOK REVIEW

1984 was at first a very confusing and daunting book. Last year I
had read ‘Animal Farm’. A great book about a group of animals led
by two pigs named Snowball and Napoleon. It was all about lust
for power and taking whatever risk to get something. I really liked
it and then Dad told me about another great book called ‘1984’ by
the same author George Orwell. I was sure I had heard of it before.
Wasn’t it about the view of the future from about the time 1948? It
turns out I was right.
A few days later I found the book on the kitchen table and started
reading it straight away. If I am honest, the start of the book was
quite a slog to get through but it soon began to get interesting.
The plot revolves around a man named Winston and his partner
Julia. They love to sit in a hidden room above Mr Charrington’s shop
and devise plans to take down the ‘evil’ incorporate ‘Big Brother’.
The headquarters of this incorporate are in the Ministry of Love
(‘minluv’) which isn’t really as nice and sunny as the name makes
it out to be… But one day a telescreen (an idea for television) pops
out of the wall. They now know that Big Brother’s soldiers have
been watching them the whole time scheming and planning. They
are both arrested… by Mr Charrington!!! Winston gets taken to
room 101 where he faces his greatest fear… rats. I think it is very
clever for George Orwell to make Winston’s fear rats because he is
curious and sticks his nose into everything as well as being seen
as untrustworthy. He also gets tortured by O’Brien if he does not
answer questions.
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In the end, he gets released. But he is not the same as he used to be.
Neither is Julia. Their minds once full with hate for Big Brother are
now twisted into believing he is all good. And then when a big battle
is won and everyone starts cheering, Winston smiles and then the
last line of the book is stated: ‘Winston loves Big Brother…’
I recommend this book fully. It is very well written, and the first line
brings you in straight away: ‘It was a bright cold day in April and the
clocks had just struck 13.’
James Ledwidge
Y8, Gamlyn
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Year 7 Flexyweek actvities and trips
SOAKING UP THE CULTURE IN SPAIN

Year 7 Flexyweek actvities and trips

BAGUETTES, CREPES AND THE EIFFEL TOWER

We had to wake up early in the morning to be at school at 3:30am. Everybody was tired but
nobody seemed to show it as we all were too excited. After a safe and successful check-in and
flight, we arrived in Bilbao airport at 10:30. Two hours later we arrived at the hotel after a long
coach journey, where we could appreciate the fabulous scenery that combines the green of the
mountains with the blue Cantabrian Sea.
Day 1
After giving us time to settle in at the hotel in Santillana
del Mar, we went to the town centre and had our own little
adventure in groups, exploring the medieval streets of this
historic town. Afterwards, we walked back to the hotel
to reflect on the day and complete our journals. We also
had some time to play in the park at the front of the hotel.
Then we had a delicious hot dinner at the hotel and then
we went to sleep.
Day 2
On the second day we went to the Altamira Museum, which exhibits cave
paintings that were drawn thousands of years ago during the Paleolithic Era.
We also learned a lot of new facts about the cave. It was interesting learning
about the cavemen that had lived there and the techniques they had used to
craft things.
During the France Flexyweek trip, we all
participated in many different activities and
tours including Disneyland Paris, a boat trip,
and Europe’s fastest lift called ‘Montparnasse’.
To start off the trip, once we had arrived in
France, we stopped off at a snail farm. Here,
we could touch, eat and even put snails on our
faces!
The next day we started off with a boat tour
down the River Seine, followed by looking at
the Eiffel Tower and climbing to the top of Arc
de Triomphe to see the breath-taking views
over Paris. From there, we walked through the
Jardin des Tuileries to the Louvre Pyramid.
Finally, we visited Montparnasse Tower with
the fastest elevator in Europe, which took
20 seconds to climb 56 floors! Once we were
at the top, we were able to view the sights of
France and see the top of the Eiffel Tower.

On the third day, we spent the entire time at the
science museum called Cité des Sciences et de
l’lndustrie. Here there were loads of different
sections and we were able to explore all areas.
As a full group, we started off by having an
audio tour through the submarine and then we
got to experience the planetarium.
On the final full day, we visited Disneyland
with many scary but fun rides: like Hyperspace
Mountain – a rollercoaster in the dark, Indiana
Jones - a small but fast rollercoaster, Star Tours
– a 4D adventure. This list could be endless.
We stayed here for 10 hours and we could
easily have stayed for a few more!
Finally, it was time to head home. This was
made better though by our final activity;
visiting a chocolate factory. Here, we were
shown the processing of chocolate and how it’s
made into different shapes and colours.

Overall, we really enjoyed this trip and the
experiences that it offered. When would we
ever manage to visit a snail farm, Eiffel Tower,
City of Science, Disneyland and a chocolate
factory in just one trip again?
Harry Walker and Jack Harrison
Year 7, Hobson/Wykeham

We then headed back to the beach and had many fun games there like football
and long throw. We ate our lunches and went on a walk around the town, seeing
many beautiful sights like El Palacio De Sobrellano and the famous Gaudí’s
Capricho.
Day 3
We went to the mountains called Picos de Europa and
caught the cable car to the top of the mountain. We were
over 1800m high in the air and the views were amazing.
We saw many stunning views at the top it was snowing
a bit and there were many people trekking in the
mountains. Then we had a hot drink with our packed
lunch to finally get down to catch the coach and have a
long journey home again, appreciating the beauty of the
scenery. This was a nerve-racking but very fun day that
was much enjoyed.

Day 4
On day 4, we went shopping in Santander. We visited many shops and the cathedral, and had a photo there.
We also had a tourist train ride and saw the Magdalena Palace that used to be a summer residence for the
Spanish Royal Family many years ago.
At the end of our sightseeing around the Magdalena Peninsula, we saw some seals, sea lions and penguins
at the mini-zoo. Later we went on a boat ride around the Bay of Santander seeing many famous buildings
and a beautiful view. We were also able to enjoy some delicious and quality home-made ‘helado’ that has 35
years of tradition.
Day 5
On the last day in Spain, we first spent time in the town of Santillana del Mar and had a
final shop. Afterwards we had some tasty chocolate con churros, which is a traditional
Spanish breakfast or snack. We also went to a maze in the town of Villapresente. It was
very hard, and I think everyone got lost! That was the fun of it though. We then got back
on the coach to go to the airport for our long journey home.
A trip that we definitely recommend to future Y7 students!
Oliver McCullough, Shiva Uttarkar and Ashton Whyles, Y7
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Year 7 Flexyweek activities and trips
MOUNTAINS AND MINES IN SNOWDONIA
After a long journey, we finally arrived
at the youth hostel we would be staying
at in Snowdonia, in Wales. Soon after
depositing our bags in our dormitories,
we went paddling in a shallow pool next
to a much larger lake. It was brilliant!
After climbing out of the shallow pool,
we were taken to an unused jetty, with a
raised platform perfect for jumping off
into the larger lake it looked over. We
did jump in, and the water was freezing!
Luckily, we dried off quickly and went
back to the youth hostel. After tea, we
went on a lovely walk up a nearby hill
to the site of an old hill fort. The view of
the surrounding valleys was wonderful.
The next day, abseiling down an old
slate mine was on the agenda. The abseil
was down a vertical level of the mine, of
about 25 metres in height. It certainly
tested the nerves of some, and it was
thrilling to see the drop below you as
you walked down. We finally walked
back down the mine where, after lunch,
our mechanical skills and strength
were put to the test in the construction
of rafts. After being taught two basic
but essential knots, we got on with the
building. As it turned out, all of the rafts
were of the same design. We carried the
rafts to the lake and climbed on. After
a short race, balls were put in the water
for us to collect. It was at this point that

things became competitive! People fell
off, undid others’ rafts’ knots and did
all they could to get as many balls as
possible. This, and a hole in the barrel,
resulted in one raft leaning precariously
backward, just managing to stay upright.
On day three we went coasteering on
Holyhead island which, despite wetsuits,
was cold and hard work involving
navigating kelp forests and, if we had the
courage, several high jumps into the sea.
Thursday was perhaps the calmest of the
days, in which we hiked up a hill and
to an old copper mine. After the walk,
some enjoyed an ice cream and souvenir
shopping in a nearby village.
Before departing for Spalding, the group
went to the National Slate Museum, a
very interesting place, in which we were
kindly given demonstrations in both
slate splitting and metal work. It was also
fascinating to see the immense water
wheel that powered all of the machinery
used to make the miners’ tools. All too
soon it was time to head back, and we
boarded the minibus, waving a last
goodbye to Wales.
Matthew Simons
Y7, Gamlyn

Year 8 Flexyweek activities and trips
STUDENT REVIEWS OF THE WEEK
My favourite day of Flexyweek was
Wednesday. We had a multi-activity day at
school participating in four different activities
across the day. I really enjoyed the wide variety
of activities as they were both educational
and fun. My class first did ‘Hunted’ against
the teachers, a cleverly designed game where
the hunted had to find clues to reach an
extraction point to win. However, every step
of the way there were teachers hunting you
down and turning you into a hunter. The
game was really just a lot of fun!
We also helped to prepare the feast/
celebration lunch which was served to Year
8 at lunchtime. This was very educational,
giving us new dishes from around the world
to make, other than the ones we currently
do in Technology, and giving us the feel of
working on a food production line to feed
large numbers of people.

The other trip the Year 8s went on was
a History trip to Duxford. On this trip
we didn’t have time for everything but
we learnt about planes, tanks and wars
over the years. Some activities we did at
Duxford were to pick up grenades, rifles
and other war equipment to feel how
heavy they actually were, or go on planes
and learn about them. There was also a
small booklet to complete to learn about
things that might interest you.
Aaron Hedaux
Y8, Hobson

To aid our learning of Science, we also
watched a Science Roadshow. This was also
educational and fun showing how everyday
materials can do different things all because
of science. It was also delivered in a very
funny way!
Finally, we participated in an archery lesson
having a chance to both watch professional
bowmen using professional bows but also
have multiple tries at using a traditional bow
and arrow ourselves, a fabulous way to enrich
our PE lessons while having beginner lessons
advertised to us as an opportunity to take
archery further as a professional sport.
I really enjoyed the multi-activity day as it
had a variety of different activities that were a
great way to enrich our learning and learn in
a different way!
Jack Wheatley
Y8, Johnson
The Geography trip to Ferry Meadows was an orienteering activity which had Year 8s walking and
running around the parkland trying to find different letters, using a map as a reference. As well as
being exciting, it used our geography skills of navigation. It was fun using the map to find the letters,
as some posts were harder to find as they were hidden in woodland and behind earth banks.
Another enjoyable part of the trip was some of the letters having questions to go with them; for
example, to count the steps between two of the letters or name the three most popular water sports.
Aaron Hedaux
Y8, Hobson
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Year 12 Flexyweek activities

Year 9 Flexyweek activities

POST A-LEVEL OPTIONS WORKSHOPS

LUCAS PHILLIPS RECALLS HIS WEEK

During Flexyweek, we were involved in an array of interesting and
useful activities that would help us decide what to do after school,
whether that be further education, apprenticeships or full-time work.
For me, the most interesting day was Wednesday, where we did a
carousel of activities with the RAF, civil service and Bakkavor, and
also did a workshop to improve our interview skills.
I found the activity with the RAF the most interesting as it gave
me lots of information regarding life after school, and how an
apprenticeship at the RAF would be a good career path and would
open many doors for me when it comes to career progression. I now
feel more confident in what I want do after sixth form because of the
activities that we did during Flexyweek.
Ben Nickels
Y12, Johnson

During Flexyweek we got our first look at the Duke of Edinburgh award
scheme. We learned about the requirements for the awards and how
you can go about doing them. The main focus of the day was on the
expedition part of the award. One of the things we did was use six figure
grid references to find places on maps. This is an extremely useful skill
to learn for D of E. We were also asked to trial-run packing a bag ready
to go on an expedition and, to say the least, none of us were spot on with
how we packed it!

Flexyweek has enabled me to learn through experts such as Dr
Mark King, who is a professor at Cambridge University. He led
a Q&A session with hopeful Oxbridge students during lunch,
which gave us an opportunity to pick the brains of one of the most
knowledgeable people in the admissions industry.
This was followed up through the afternoon session, where the
whole year group received a personal statement workshop, giving
everyone the best chance to obtain an offer from their favourite
university! Another bonus of the Flexyweek was most certainly
the SGS Challange, which enabled students to push themselves to
achieve a personal goal outside the academic workspace. Everyone's
ethic to push on and encourage each other was exemplary!

We also did some team-building exercises such as crossing a room
using only two benches, without touching the floor, which was a lot lot
harder than it sounds. In this we needed good communication skills
and teamwork. We then cooked some food on Trangias, which for
most people was a pot noodle or super noodles, although some people
were more daring with their choices with one student even cooking
partridge!

Jack Moore
Y12, Hobson

We all enjoyed a team-bulding session and talk from the RAF. One of the
exercises was to de-code a message in the same way the RAF do, which
was pretty tricky, especially when we were limited to a set time!
Even though the weather wasn’t great, we still designed and built rockets
with the aim of the one flying the furthest being the winner!
Lucas Phillips
Y9, Johnson

“Flexyweek for Year 9 was a week of fun yet
challenging activities, which were made difficult
to do due to severe amounts of rain. Despite the
rain though, Flexyweek was still a great week for
all students”
Jacob Raynor
Y9, Johnson
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Year 12 PaCE

COOKING UP A TREAT

In a recent survey, one in three
university students could not boil
an egg, but they were happy to set
up broadband on their computer.
Furthermore, a staggering 48%
of 18-year-olds could not cook
spaghetti Bolognese whilst 30%
of 18-year-olds could not cook a
jacket potato.

The final results were astonishing
as many of the students involved
proved that they could rise to the
challenge and potentially rival
Jamie Oliver or Nigella Lawson. It
was pleasing to see the creativity of
the students as well as seeing the
students’ confidence grow. Well
done to all involved.

During PaCE, Year 12 bucked
that trend as they were not only
challenged to cook for themselves,
but to cook on a budget of £3.

Mr C S Crane
Head of Moulton House/PE Teacher
and Marathon Man
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Students hit for 6 in Sri Lanka

DONATIONS TO PRAVNAV MAKE FOR A WINNING TOUR

Over the February half term, 25 Year 9 and
Year 10 students travelled to Sri Lanka for the
fourth Spalding Grammar School cricket tour.
The trip started in Colombo with a cricket
training session and a city tour, followed by
two days of fixtures for both the A and B teams.
The tour party then travelled to the south
of Sri Lanka to Galle for two days of leisure,
which involved a tour of Galle, visiting a turtle
sanctuary and beach rugby. This was again
followed by two further matches for both
teams.
Unfortunately, neither team managed to secure
any wins while on the trip; however, all of the
boys managed to improve their cricketing
ability, which we hope continues into the
school cricket season later in the summer.
During the trip the group also had the pleasure
of presenting nine local primary schools with
donated cricket equipment.

The donated equipment came from the PE
department and from the families of students
on the trip. These donations will go on to give
nearly 300 underprivileged students access to
cricket pads, bats and helmets. As a school
and PE department, we hope to continue to
support charity PRANAV in their support for
underprivileged students in Sri Lanka.
The students behaved exceptionally throughout
the trip and were a credit to themselves and
Spalding Grammar School; in fact, their
positive behaviour was commented on several
times by members of the public.
Thank you to all the students, parents and
staff for their efforts and continued support
of school cricket. I would also like to thank
Lions Sports Travel for their professionalism
and high levels of organisation; their excellent
work allowed the students to gain the very
most from the trip.

Finally I would like to thank local sponsors,
JDM Food Group, Dalehead Foods and
Calthrops Solicitors, whose support was
invaluable in providing the group with some
fantastic match and training clothing.
Mr Stone
Director of Cricket

Imp-eccable learning experience

HENRY WRIGHT REVIEWS LINCOLN CATHEDRAL

On Friday 5 October my Year 10 Ethics and Philosophy GCSE group visited Lincoln Cathedral. It is
one of Europe’s finest gothic buildings and it is filled with many intricate designs. We all enjoyed a
tour of the Cathedral, which focused on Christian worship. Our tour went through all aspects of the
Cathedral and also highlighted the historical importance of this Christian building. We then had an
opportunity to ask questions to embed our knowledge.
We all enjoyed seeking out the famous Lincoln Imp, who was turned to
stone by an angel for misbehaviour, according to legend. We admired
the wonderful stained-glass windows, which were truly spectacular.
Henry Wright
Y10, Johnson

Students make some noise

MARCHING AMBASSADORS WORKSHOP

As one of the drummers for the Spalding
Marching Ambassadors I organised for some
of my bandmates to come to School to deliver
an assembly and hold a workshop for any of the
students interested in finding out more about the
band.
During the assembly, Year 7 and 8 students heard
about the band's role in the opening ceremony
for the London 2012 Olympics and were also
told about the Marching Ambassadors' success
at the 2018 Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades British
Marching Bands Championships in Stoke-onTrent, where we won six titles including overall
winners.

with lots of instruments at the ready to be tried
out. As I had been a dedicated member of the
band for eight years, it was great to see such
interest from the students.
It would seem that some of our lower years have
talents that they have been keeping quiet!!
If this is something you would like to know more
about, please call Jim Bright on 01775 723087.
Jack Carson
Y13, Wykeham

Students showed their interest in the band by
coming to a workshop where they had a go at
playing some of the band's instruments. The
members lined up a fantastic session over lunch

"We had quite a lot of instruments at
the School for the students to try, and
quite a lot of them came during the
lunch hour to try them out. Jack put
a lot of work into organising the visit,
and had it not been for him, it wouldn't
have gone ahead"
Jim Bright
Bandmaster
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Year 9 remember the fallen

Students hit the slopes

BATTLEFIELDS TOUR 2019

LA THUILE, 2019

In Late March, a selection of Year 9 students were privileged to be part of the annual trip to the
First World War battlefields in France and Belgium. Led by Mrs Vigus-Humphrey, this is not only a
humbling trip, but an eye-opening one in which the scale of such a brutal war cannot be encompassed
in the classroom and with resources alone. The silence is eerie, and not to be forgotten, as the boys
look at headstones and memorial walls - the names of some, former students and Lincolnshire men.
Aside from the educational aspects, students also get the opportunity to experience the local culture Alex Simpson, Martin Stuart and Janan
and try the many renowned delicacies.
Kamalathas lay the wreath remembering
the Old Boys of Spalding and Moulton
It is great to hear the boys sharing their memories upon their return with such passion, enthusiasm Grammar at the Menin Gate. Joshua
and respect for not just British history but the war in its entirety.
Ruddle read the oration.

Remembering the Lincolnshire soldiers
who died in or near Sausage Valley at
Gordon Dump cemetery

In history this year we have been
covering the Cold War with two
opposing superpowers almost ending
the world on several occasions and
recently we have learnt about the mass
execution of the Jews in Germany in the
event known as the Holocaust and the
events leading up to it. To enhance my
knowledge of history, I was fortunate
enough to visit France and Belgium
on the school Battlefields Trip looking
at parts of the trenches of WW1 and
learnt more about some of the men
who died out there.

Sonny Cunnington paying respects to
a relative who died fighting out on the
Somme in the First World War

George Wakeham
Y9, Moutlon
George Wakeham and Zak Woolsey
remembering two brothers who fought
and died together on the Somme

Jonathan Little presenting a donation
from the SGS boys towards the
preservation
of
Newfoundland
Memorial on the Somme

This year the SGS 2019 Ski Trip was
destined for La Thuile in the Italian
Aosta Valley.

“thank you” (“grazie”) and “hello/
goodbye” (“ciao”), and familiarise
themselves with the Euro currency.

Throughout the tour, we encouraged
the students to review the three
aims we had set ourselves before
departure (SKI):

Finally, and possibly most pleasingly,
the development in interpersonal
skills was significant. Skiing requires
a large amount of clothing and
equipment, and usually results in
a number of students forgetting
things. Add to this further factors
such as managing hotel room keys
and strict meeting times, and it is
very possible that these young men
are susceptible to mistakes. Instead,
we seldom had issues, with the boys
taking responsibility for sorting
their own equipment and helping
others around them.

1: Snowsport improvement – what
have you learned about skiing/
snowboarding?
2: Knowledge of foreign country –
what have you learned about Italy/
France?
3: Interpersonal skill development
– what have you learned about
yourself?
Firstly, the improvement in both
skiing and snowboarding was truly
impressive. The students (and staff!)
demonstrated resilience to keep
getting up when falling, or to keep
trying new skills, such as turning,
carving and stopping. Those who
listened to their instructors the
most certainly showed the quickest
progress, as summarised in the
presentation session on Friday
during which each instructor gave a
summary of the week and presented
assessment certificates.
Secondly, the engagement with the
foreign environment around them
is something we expect from our
students when travelling abroad;
varying from the stark differences
in landscape and buildings to the
more subtle variety of customs and
culture. I was pleased to see the boys
enthusiastically use polite terms
such as “please” (“per favore”),
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Furthermore,
we
encouraged
development of social skills through
a mobile phone curfew during meal
times. Initially, the boys found this
difficult, with a number of silent
tables awkwardly looking for others
to start the conversation. However,
within two days we saw genuine
quality conversation taking place
every meal time – really refreshing
to know the boys can engage with
others who are in the room, and
not just with those elsewhere in the
world via online social networking!
Overall, another fantastic ski trip for
SGS!
Mr Endersbee
Assistant Headteacher
Ski Trip Co-ordinator
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July saw four groups of Year12 and 13 students tackle the
Lake District in their Gold D of E expedition. Navigating and
trekking through a number of unmarked routes, all groups
demonstrated their resilience to make it to the designated
camping areas.
In early July, the Bronze D of E group successfully completed their
assessed expedition in Rutland. The students were excellent in their
planning and hence made few mistakes in navigation, which led
to them working between the checkpoints in excellent time. They
were well prepared for the extremely hot conditions and were a
pleasure to work with over the course. Thank you to the staff who
gave their time to support the expedition.

Despite the aches, pains, sweat, (smells!), tiredness, minor
fallings out and hunger, all four groups finished!
A fantastic achievement by all (staff included!)

Careers and University

Mr D Venables
D of E Co-ordinator
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Been there, done it, got the Yearbook!

AN INSIGHT INTO YEAR 13

able to tell you more than others can, and can definitely give great
advice about possible post-university career paths with each specific
course. The course, however, is not the only reason for attending an
open day; they are also fantastic at giving you an introduction to the
accommodation you can choose from and any student bursaries or
scholarships available that may help you in your years of study. When
I attended my Open Days, I found it extremely easy to speak to course
leaders about how the courses work, so I could go home and reflect
Year 13 started with the continuation of putting together UCAS properly on what each specific university had to offer in comparison to
applications. The application process is really straightforward and is laid the others. In terms of my recommendations for Open Days, definitely
visit your list of universities at the
out step-by-step. Throughout the application
process itself, I worked with my then Form “Even if you are applying for an weekend and possibly even stay the night
Tutor Mr Troughton, and used the advice apprenticeship or job, you should still – it will give you more time to explore the
and tips given to me at the end of Year 12 to write a personal statement – it will come in local town or city and give you a greater
compose my Personal Statement drafts. Each handy when writing a letter of application feel for the kinds of things on offer for
draft was given to Mr Troughton to review and and it’s always good to write positively you as a future student (you might have to
live there for three years!). As well as this
then give me constructive criticism. After I about yourself.”
though, be proactive and speak to people!
had my final draft agreed with my Form Tutor,
University can be a daunting prospect but
I also let another teacher read it in order for
them to give me further advice on little tweaks so it could appear even everyone else is in the same boat, so introduce yourself to others and
more impressive to the universities I was applying to. Even if you are say hello to current students who will be able to give you an honest firstapplying for an apprenticeship or job, you should still write a personal hand approach to how university life works. If you’re proactive and talk
statement – it will come in handy when writing a letter of application with lecturers, there’s a small chance they remember you when it comes
and it’s always good to write positively about yourself. The key thing to reviewing applications with the University Admissions Team – first
to take away from this article is keep on top of the limited time to impressions are key!
complete your application. The School in particular requires finished
UCAS applications around the start of November, and combined with Away from UCAS applications and university however, Year 13 got into
the extra workload that comes in Year 13, start your application over the the swing of things very quickly and there was no more respite to be
had. As Deputy House Captain for Wykeham, a Peer Mentor and leader
summer holidays so you’re in control.
of the MAP Team, balancing work with community work around the
Along with UCAS applications, a big part of Year 13 is going to school was challenging but just as enjoyable – being a part of the House
University Open Days and, when it gets into the later stages of the Team was an amazing opportunity and meant I was able to get involved
school year, University Taster Days. These are both great opportunities with charity work, school events and making sure Wykeham, yet again,
to find out more about the courses you’re specifically interested in and secured the House Trophy, winning it for an 8th year running – one of
my proudest achievements as a student.
meet the course leaders or lecturers for those courses. They might be
Year 13 is a momentous year within your school life. It not only marks
the end of Secondary School, but it’s the start of a new journey as you
prepare to sit A levels before going on to university, an apprenticeship
or immediate employment. As a departing Year 13 myself, I am going to
take you through my experiences this year – from UCAS applications
to Open Days and the Wykeham House Team to A Level Exams; so Year
12s take notes!
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As well as being actively involved in the House Team, this year I’ve
particularly become entrenched within politics and was fortunate to
have a small role in vote counting in the fantastically run UK Parliament
Week. The week involved a hotly contested election and it was amazing
to see so many students from Years 7 through to 13 get involved. The
love for politics didn’t stop there, however, and wanting to capitalise on
the political momentum the week had created
in the school, fellow politics enthusiast Franklin
Stokes and I came up with the idea of a fake US “Two years of
Presidential Election with two made-up parties subjects means
without pre-existing political views to really pick revise, so start
up the heat – the political stance of these parties Christmas”
was decided upon with the policies chosen by
the candidates. The 4-week election took a couple of months to plan and
once again got the School buzzing as debates and classroom activities
got underway. Politics is such a huge part of our lives and being able
to get young students involved and interested is a great way to educate
students on the importance of developing opinions and being able to
express or challenge the views of their friends.
Away from the world of politics, this year I have been fortunate enough to
be chosen to lead the newly formed MAP (Marketing and Promotions)
Team – a group of mainly Year 12 students designed to promote all that
goes on within the School - from departments to individual students
- and also plan whole-school events to further establish the feeling of
a school community. An important aspect of this school community
is being able to connect with the wider community of Spalding and
this was shown none more so than with the establishment of a strong
relationship with local food bank charity Agape. On World Food Day,
each student donated a non-perishable item with it all being donated to
the charity in order to help those struggling in the local area. These ties
with the charity were further extended at Christmas, with all of Year 12
creating ‘Christmas Food boxes’ during a PaCE lesson and then a few
Year 13s going over to the church where the charity is based, to seal up
the boxes and pack them into the cars ready for delivery. It has been an
amazing experience to be a part of all of this during Year 13 and support
a great local charity.

As the year progressed, the inevitable grew closer – A Levels. It’s hard to
find time throughout the year to be able to revise previous topics from
Year 12 and keep on top of everything you’re learning in Year 13 but,
even if this Year 12 reflection is only small at the start, it is guaranteed
to make a massive difference when it comes to the crunch. Two years of
three A Level subjects means there’s lots to revise, so start revising over
Christmas. You’ll need to do this for your Year 13
mocks, which are a great indicator as to where you
three A Level are and were definitely a bit of a kick where the sun
there’s lots to doesn’t shine in my experience, showing me where
revising over I needed to improve in the next few months before
the real thing. The few months before the exams are
a perfect way to be proactive about your revision
and get on top of your depth of knowledge so you can perform the best
you can in exams. The night before won’t cut it – especially not for some
of my subjects: Modern History and English Language. If you’re serious
about your revision and revise in a fun and varied way, which keeps you
interested, you have nothing to worry about. Speak to your teachers for
extra support and make the most of any lunchtime sessions they might
put on if you’re struggling – the sacrifice is often worth the price.
With my A Levels on the horizon, it meant saying goodbye to friends
and teachers who have been supportive all throughout my time at SGS.
The year was summed up with the fantastic Leavers’ Ball, and A levels
had now truly begun.
Year 13 can be one of the most enjoyable years of your school life if you
put the effort in and have the determination to succeed. Life is full of
opportunity and SGS has certainly given me the best support to try and
take it. I have loved Year 13, but all good things must come to an end
and so I leave after seven years at the School to start my new journey
at university.
Thank you, Spalding Grammar School!
Jack Carson
Y13,Wykeham
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Work Experience

TWO WEEKS TO TRY OUT YOUR CHOSEN CAREER!
This year saw a record number of certificates given out in our Year 10 Work Experience Celebration Assembly! Once again, students went above
and beyond to secure a placement in a company of their choice. For most this is an exciting time, but for some it sees them climbing massive
walls in order to break personal barriers. The change in confidence in students in just two weeks is phenomenal and this year has been no
exception! The boys should be proud of themselves.
Working with students to arrange their placements is one of the most stressful, yet rewarding, elements of my job! To hear the employer and
student feedback makes all the sweat and tears worthwhile! We struggled to single out one winner, so awarded Ben Smith, who went to the
Lincolnshire Free Press, and Ben Rayner, who spent two weeks at DG Bullard Ltd, the prize! With special recognition going to Henry Wright
for his outstanding efforts too.
For this year’s edition of The Bentleian, we’ve once again picked out some of our favourite work experience stories to share.
Miss Grant
Communication and Liaison Officer

For my work experience, I went to Spalding Police Station for two weeks, where I did a huge range of activities and worked within many
interesting departments of the police force.
During the first week, I travelled to the HQ in Lincoln to be introduced to the larger versions of the departments, such as tech futures, where
they develop new equipment, and FCR, where they receive the calls. I found this interesting as it showed me another side of the police that I
hadn’t even thought of. I also got introduced to all the local departments such as CSI (crime scene investigations), RTC (road traffic collisions),
CID and much more. This showed me all the aspects of the force that I could join into, as well as helping me understand how all the departments
work together after an incident as there are a lot more that I realised.
In the second week, I was allowed to go on some unmarked patrols with PCSOs to look out for anything to alert the station of, which involved
travelling around Spalding to ‘hot spots’. I also got to go on a few blue light runs and watch how the police work in a more urgent situation;
however, I had to remain in the car and help with equipment due to the massive risks - this was because I had my vetting pass for confidentiality
but I didn’t have officer training to help deal with the situation.
Overall, I really enjoyed my work experience placement as it was very interactive and fun, especially as most of the people were very relaxed. I
now know that I want to be a police officer and how to achieve my goal of a PO due to what I have learnt through my work experience.
Josh Clarke
Y10, Wykeham
I worked at PeakGen Generator Engineering in Peterborough
for my two weeks. It is a live site with millions of volts flowing
through it per minute. I learnt many skills (most of which can be
used in everyday life) while working there and helped fix several
faults with the generators and batteries.
My time at PeakGen taught me much about how generators work
and about the National Grid in general. We had to fix the valves
in a generator that had been malfunctioning for a few weeks
and I helped by turning the engine over to check each valve
individually. Three of the 20 were malfunctioning one of which
had been smashed apart by the pistons beneath the valve. Though
there was an incident when a faulty battery turned itself back on
during its disassembly (which caused me to get shocked), it was
quickly and effectively dealt with, with me being immediately
treated for an electric shock (though my equipment had saved
me from any major damage other than electric burns ).
I was also taught many life skills (such as patience and timekeeping) which have already helped me with everyday life and
will benefit me greatly in the future.
I was able to do an inventory of the site’s spares and parts (this
had not been done for three years due to a lack of time).
Jake Walsh
Y10, Gamlyn

For my work experience I went to D G
Bullard Ltd, which is a farm. I originally
chose this placement as I knew that I didn’t
want to be in an office doing the same tasks
for two weeks as I would have been bored
within a few hours. And so I went to the
farm, as it would allow me to be active
and outside rather than in an office, and it
would also present me with a large variety
of tasks.
Looking back, I struggle to believe that
there caould possibly have been a better
placement out there for me as I thoroughly
enjoyed every moment throughout the two
weeks. I feel that this is crucial for everyone
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to enjoy what they are doing or else it
would become a very long fortnight. I was
once told by my father that ‘if you enjoy
what you do, you never work a day in your
life’. This is a major target of mine, and my
placement definitely fulfilled this.
One of the best parts of my work experience
was being treated like an adult. This was
very good as it puts me in a totally different
environment to what I am used to at school.
I learnt lots of different skills throughout
the two weeks that related not only to
farming but business as well. Seeing things
that have been referred to in class in reality

has given me a much greater understanding
for the topics. Also seeing things I have
learnt in maths like depreciation being put
into practice has allowed me to see the use
of what we learn in class.
Whilst at Cereals Arable Event I observed
how cheap marketing strategies are used to
attract people; this ranged from free gifts
and food to the controversial promo girls
and how effective different promotional
techniques are when in practice.
Benjamin Rayner
Y10, Moulton

For my work experience I was at the Europe-based flower
supplier Flamingo. In my two weeks I worked with countless
different departments such as NPD, Procurement, Technical and
a Category Analyst. My main project throughout my experience
was working for M&S. My team and I produced flow chart boards
of the different flower businesses and pointed out where M&S are
doing well and where they need improvement.
This project gave me a chance to improve on my teamwork and
communication skills as I had to work with two other people.
Outsiders to Flamingo may think that they supply a small area
in Lincolnshire, but you're wrong, as the flowers are sourced in
Kenya and other countries, being distributed in Holland and
Germany. Overall, my experience at Flamingo was informative; it
gave me ideas about future career choices as well as seeing some
careers I do not want to pursue.
Harvey Gunning
Y10, Moulton

I went on my work experience to Sports2day, which is is a small
company based in Holbeach providing instructors/teachers to
teach PE lessons in various primary schools in the area.
I enjoyed my placement a lot and it has opened up a potential
option and consideration for a future of teaching and in sports.
William Johnson
Y10, Johnson
My work Experience was at Duncan & Toplis in Spalding. During
the two weeks, I learnt a lot of skills, met many new, wonderful
people and was able to experience a proper work place for the first
time.
Being a good time-keeper, I turned up on time every day, which
has helped me to understand what a normal work day is like, and
how it is organised. I was also able to demonstrate skills such as
proactivity and problem solving, as the work given was a range
from easy to moderately difficult, and I was able to give the work
a couple of tries before asking for help of the people around me.
As I was not watched over at all times, there was an aspect of
independence and responsibility which I had not been used to
beforehand, but I am now able to work on tasks more individually.
I talked to others and asked appropriate questions, which
developed my communication and inter-personal skills, which
has resulted in me now being able to have stronger conversations
with people.
This work experience placement has enabled me to learn not only
what a working environment is like first hand, but has shown me
that accountancy is the path for me, and even if I choose to diverge
from the path in the future, I now have the knowledge that I would
love a career in business and maths.
By being given a range of tasks, from reception work to scanning,
and even completing a P11D, I was able to get a sense of a wide
variety of tasks that are completed there.
Overall I really enjoyed my placement at Duncan & Toplis and
hope to fulfil a career in accountancy when I am older.
Samuel Rees
Y10, Johnson
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Henry gets ‘Wright’ into the thick of it

REVIEW OF HIS OWN EXPERIENCE
For my work experience, I went to South Holland District Council
in the Public Protection department. I really enjoyed my work
experience and have massively improved many of my professional
and inter-personal skills.
During my placement I completed my Level 2 Food Health and
Safety qualification.
One of the stand-out moments in the two weeks was when I was
inspecting a food premises in Spalding and saw a rat; I had never
seen a rat before, so this was quite an eye-opener!

Day 5- I visited a gentleman who was setting up his own smoked
meat company. We talked him through the various options that
were open to him.
Day 6- Today saw me learning about Temporary Event Notices
(TENs), and making number plates for taxis. This was a fun activity!
Day 7- I carried out some food testing on certain products and sat
in the call centre, to listen in on the calls the Council receive every
day.

Primary Liaison

I have developed lots of skills during my work experience including
communication and teamwork.
In order to capture the superb couple of weeks, I decided to write a
journal. I hope that future Year 10 students can see that if you secure
a placement of interest, you can learn so much about yourself and
industry too.
Day 1- I investigated a rodent situation and even got to see the rats
at the restaurant’s premises. After that I changed the pollution tubes
which have to be changed every month. These experiences were all
new to me.

Day 8- I took part in a Level 2 Food, Health & Safety course. I am
delighted to say that I passed this with a score of 100%. This was a
wonderful opportunity to gain this qualification.
Day 9- I went to investigate another noise complaint and I observed
different pollution tubes around Spalding.
Day 10- On my final day of my time at South Holland District
Council, I investigated a business that did not hold an alcohol
licence and therefore was selling alcohol illegally. This was very
interesting observing how this situation was managed.
Overall I thoroughly enjoyed my work experience and I wish that I
could have the two weeks again! I would like to thank the Council
again for all of their help and support in making my time with them
very enjoyable and interesting.

Day 2- I sat in the team management meeting and learnt about
the different types of licences a business needs to operate legally. I
learnt a great deal from observing this meeting.

Henry Wright
Y10, Johnson

Day 3- This day consisted of me checking whether the taxis in
our local area were still suitable to be used by the general public.
I also visited some local convenience stores to check whether they
were selling a certain type of sausage which had just been found to
contain salmonella. I enjoyed investigating in this matter.
Day 4- Today, I worked with the noise pollution team, assessing
whether some statutory noises were causing problems to local
houses. I then completed some paperwork for the food health and
safety team for their inspections at various food premises over the
next days.
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Year 4 to Year 7

MAKING FOR A SMOOTH TRANSITION
What a year... This has been one of the busiest and most exciting years
for our Primary Liaison Programme. We have gone from strength to
strength developing and building partnerships with more primary
schools than ever. With the introduction of our Year 6 New Boys’
video and welcoming 24 primary schools in for our Year 4 Learning
Experience mornings over a two-week period during late May/early
June, to mention a few!
The finely tuned and well-oiled communication system, both internally
and with the primary schools, has meant we have been able to offer a
whole host of transition activities for children from Year 4 to Year 6. The
programme started with individual tours for Year 6 boys in October and
Year 5 boys in February. A full two weeks saw over 80 families visit the
School, allowing both parents and boys to see SGS on a working day!
In November, we took some of our Year 7 and Year 12 boys back to
their old primary schools to talk to the Year 5 boys about how they can
prepare for secondary school. As expected this led to some ‘interesting’
questions; my personal favourite being when the students were talking
about our House system and explaining that you “stay in that House for
the whole time you are at SGS” and one of the Year 5 boys commented to
his friend, “They must be huge houses” which left a slightly thoughtful
expression on the friend’s face. Shortly after this, the friend’s hand went
up and he asked “Do you get to go home to your parents at all, or do
you have to stay in the House even in the holidays?” The Year 12 student
stepped in with great professionalism and went on to re-explain the
‘House’ is like a team and SGS was not a boarding school - you go home
at the end of every day and for holidays as you do now!
At Christmas, Mr Endersbee and I were invited to the Parish Church
to be a part of the Primary School Choir Competition hosted by Jan
Whitbourn. With one of the prizes being that that the winning Choir
could come and perform at our Christmas Concert, it was such a heartwarming morning, leaving both Mr Endersbee and me feeling in high
Christmas spirits!

Whilst some are a little nervous and overwhelmed by the scale of
everything compared with their usual school setting when they arrive,
by the time the morning comes to a close, each and every one of them
leaves with a smile and realises that secondary school isn’t something to
be scared of, but something to look forward to!
Throughout the year, Mr Kilby has been welcomed into both previously
visited and some new schools delivering his Science Workshops on
Tuesday mornings for the second year running, with everyone loving his
enthusiasm for science! St Paul’s School enjoyed some of our musically
gifted students joining them in a workshop - a first visit of this kind and
by no means a last!
The newest addition to the Programme was the video some Year 7
students made for the Year 6 New Boys. With over 60 video clips and
some fantastic editing and drone footage from Harry Howard (Y11),
we were able to showcase the finished product in June! I think it is fair
to say that we have some budding actors in our Year 7 boys and Mr
Endersbee is definitely in the running to be the next Gary Lineker on
Match of the Day!

When we asked what they thought ‘MFL’
stood for, one boy confidently said “Mega
Fun Literacy”. Dr Atherton was suitably
impressed that Year 4 think English is
‘Mega Fun!’

To finish the year we held our annual Year 4 and Year 5 Open Evening,
which was a huge success with each department putting on an array of
fun and interactive displays. The atmosphere was one of positivity and
enthusiasm from all involved!
All in all, I have loved every second of the last year, having met some
wonderful children and worked with our staff and students too!
Miss Grant
Communications and Liaison Officer

Our Learning Experience mornings saw over 380 boys come through
the gates and encompassed 15 subjects. It is always wonderful to see the
pupils interacting so confidently and it certainly achieves the objective
we aim to meet - for the children to see a ‘day in the life of ’ secondary
school.

Whilst looking at our corridor of
school history, one pupil actually
thought that Mr Endersbee was in the
black and white photos from over 100
years ago!

“I had an amazing day, I loved Tom
the Turtle the most, and it was just sad
that I had to go back to my school”
Daniel
Monkshouse Primary School
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“It was great to see the smiles on the
faces of the Y4 boys as they left the
School and hear them commenting that
they did not want to leave”
Josh, Y12

“I really enjoyed making
the video for the new
Y7 boys; it was fun and
I can’t believe I have
been here a whole year
nearly!”
Kian, Y7
“It felt strange going back to my old
primary school - everything seemed
really small! It was good to see some
old friends but also to realise how
much I have changed over the first
few months of being in Y7 at SGS”
Jake, Y7

“It was great to have the opportunity to go
back to my old primary school and see some
of the teachers that helped mould me to the
person I am today. I hope I was able to inspire
the Y5 boys to work hard so they too can be
students of SGS”
Finn, Y12

“Having been one of the tour guides for the
Y5 boys and their families, I can honestly
say that I am proud to be an ambassador
for the School and was impressed with
the calibre of some of our potential future
students”
Franklin, Y13

Kilby’s Chemistry

THE SGS SCIENCE ROADSHOWS
I would also like to congratulate all at the Grammar School for the time and effort put into the Liaison
Programme to provide such valuable learning opportunities for local pupils. Please pass on my thanks to all
involved.
You should be very proud of all that has been achieved over the fortnight this year, and in previous years.
We certainly feel very fortunate to have been part of this programme over this period, with our experiences
wholly positive, SLT, staff and pupils included. I know my boys came back full of tales of their encounters,
as they have previously, and very excited to have been able to visit and participate in activities at your school.

Mr Kilby hit the road again with his
second year of Science roadshows
for Year 4 and 5 children!

As a result, we have already had an increasing number of boys express an interest to continue their education
with you into the future and are hopeful that this will indeed encourage the high level of work required to
make this a reality.
Diane Mulley
Headteacher
SPCEDS
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Summer Sports Week 2019

MAKING FRIENDS FOR SEPTEMBER
As an annual event, the week gives the boys the opportunity to meet new friends, try a multitude of different sports and be introduced to the
SGS PE Department. It is a great initiative, involving our existing younger students and also our Sports Leaders. They were great role models to
our new boys.
Despite the extremely warm weather, the boys continued to have a great week!

Alumni
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Madame Gamble

OSMA

AU REVOIR SGS

AFTER 40 YEARS, THE BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN!

SGS welcomed Madame Gamble to its staff in September 1989 as a teacher of French. She has been an
inspiration to so many young people in her time here, and Maddie Arnold sat down with her to reflect upon
her 30 years at the School and her plans for retirement.

On Saturday 22 June, 25 former students got together for a reunion some
40 years after they went their separate ways at the end of the 5th Form.
Many had stayed on in the Sixth Form but the bulk had long since lost
touch with each other.

Why did you want to become a teacher?

The idea originated from Stuart Gilks, who has since enjoyed a
distinguished military career. He contacted Steve Lane, who at the time
was still working at the School. The whereabouts of the 90 or so peers from
their year group was largely unknown, so they set about trying to track
them down. Unsurprisingly some were unavailable on the chosen date,
whilst others were traced to far flung places, including Australia, USA,
Spain and Belgium. Others proved impossible to track down.

French was a popular language in the UK and I wanted to contribute as a native French speaker. I also knew
that, from my time as a Prefect in France, I enjoyed working with secondary school children. I married an
Englishman, moved to the UK and secured a post as an MFL Assistant in Suffolk. In 1987 I completed my
PGCE at Cambridge to teach French and German.
What is your favourite memory of being at the Grammar School?
My earliest favourite memory is one I recall vividly: coming for my interview here, meeting Pete Wasley (Head
of Department) and Michael Stewart (Headmaster). I really liked what the School and the department looked
like, as well as the atmosphere. I felt privileged to have been offered the job. Camaraderie amongst the staff, as
well as the support I received, was terrific. Hey, you don’t stay in the same job for 30 years if you don’t love the
place and the people in it!
The annual school revues back in the days of Pete Wasley, Phil Hudson and John Charlesworth were always
hilarious and I still chuckle now when I think of them.
I also have to mention Phil Hudson’s talented song-writing for staff departures and special birthdays – just
brilliant!
Who is your role model?
Wow, there are so many people who have been an inspiration to me. Firstly, I would have to say my father,
because he supported me when I moved to England at 26, even though he was heartbroken. Secondly, my
uncle, who is simply one of the kindest and most understanding people you could meet. My daughter Phillipa
is another one, because she has waited for me for hours in reception so I could finish my work and she has
always supported what I have done. Finally, a further role model of mine has to be Phil Hudson; I learnt all I
know about pastoral work from him and he was such a pleasure to work with.
So, now you have come to the end of your official teaching career, what will you do with all the spare time?
You cannot get rid of me completely; I am still keen to be a part of SGS and will be sneaking in next year to
teach a little bit. It is difficult to walk away completely from a vocation such as teaching, it would leave too
much of a hole in my life. As for the rest of my time, good question… I have no set plans but would like to
spend more time seeing friends, my daughter, and just living my life to the full!

What do you enjoy most about
teaching?
I
love
seeing
students
making progress and getting
enthusiastic about what they
do. I have loved being Head of
Sixth Form and Head of Year
12, particularly because you
can see the evolution of the
students in those two years as
they become accomplished
young adults.

If you didn’t teach MFL, what
would you teach?
I would probably like to teach
primary
school
children,
because younger children are
just so enthusiastic; to be part
of the development that they
go through would be hugely
rewarding.

As they strolled through the school gates for the first time in almost four
decades, the memories came flooding back. A champagne reception was
held at the School and Steve took them on a tour round the School buildings.
We were joined by distinguished guest Mr Brian Sleight, recently awarded
the BEM in the Queen’s Honours List. Mr Sleight had taught Geography
to many of the group and he had also been the form tutor of 9W, 42 years
ago. We were also delighted to welcome Mark and Michael Fordham, sons
of the late John Fordham, who was the Headmaster of the School at the
time. For them the Grammar School had not only been their school, but it was also their former home, as in those days the Headmaster lived on site.
The catch-up stirred up so many memories, on the sports field, in the school orchestra, on stage in the wonderful school revues, of the inspirational
teachers along with a range of scrapes, which had better stay unreported! Various memorabilia in the form of copies of the school magazine, form
photographs, Speech Day and Revue programmes along with a selection of newspaper cuttings were displayed.
After spending time at school the group moved into the town for refreshment. It was such an enjoyable event that the group is already thinking of
future get-togethers. They are hoping to track down more fomer students.
There may be other Year groups keen to sort out a reunion. Anyone wishing to get in touch should email osma@spaldinggrammar.lincs.sch.uk

OSMA v SGS
THE OLD BOYS’ HAVE STILL GOT IT!
For the final game of the football season, the 1st XI hosted a team
made up of Spalding Grammar School Old Boys.
After a physical encounter, the 1st XI’s fitness proved the
difference as they emerged 4-2 winners.

“Hey, you don’t stay in the
same job for 30 years if you
don’t love the place and the
people in it!”

It’s fair to say the Old Boys won convincingly 8:2 in this year’s Old Boys’
Hockey match.
Last year we drew 5:5 against a much older Old Boys side; however, this
year a much younger contingent appeared, captained by Rob Dalton. It
was also good to see Dorey Senior v Dorey Junior, playing in opposing
teams.
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If you were on the Bake Off, what would you make for
your showstopper challenge?

By the end of the final third, all 15 players were on the pitch from both
teams. Great fun was had by all!

Apple strudel. I would try to avoid cake because it’s not
good for me, but on a recent visit to Vienna I had to give
in! I am a bit partial to a good, warm pain au chocolat.

SGS goals were scored by Josh Baker. Well done lads, good effort!
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Chemistry leads to fantastic opportunites

Mrs Massey hangs up her lab coat

It seems like a long time ago that I wore the navy blazer of the Spalding Grammar School. I attended SGS
from 1997 until I completed my A levels in 2002. At the time it was easy to take for granted the amazing
teachers who supported me throughout that time. Reflecting now, I see the incredible contributions that
those teachers made to the person I am today. I will never forget the positive motivation of Ms Gamble in
French or Dr Gorton’s ability to make Chemistry fascinating. “Safety is paramount” is a motto that I still
find myself using in the lab today!

As we say goodbye to another long-serving member of the SGS staff,
Mrs Massey recalls her time with fondness. Not only a Biology teacher,
Mrs Massey was also a part of the PaCE team for some years. As Mr
Kilby wished her well on her final day, he shared some of the funny
stories that both staff and students will always remember her for!

DR ROBERT POSEY, LIFE AFTER SGS

As I approached the end of my A Levels, I had no
real idea what I wanted to do with my life. What I
have learned since is that to be unsure about your
future is absolutely OK. My advice would be to
ask yourself, “Am I happy?” and “Do I enjoy what
I am doing?”. If the answer to those questions is
yes, then great. If not, then it is OK to make a
change.
Chemistry was my favourite subject and I made the decision to study it further at the
University of East Anglia. I learnt a lot during my time at uni: Chemistry is hard; you do
your best when you ask for help; don’t leave projects till the night before; whenever you can,
say yes to new opportunities. I loved my time at university. You learn something new and
exciting every day. You get opportunities to try new things. I ended up playing American
football for UEA for five years. I had never even watched a game before leaving home. One of the biggest surprises to me was that by studying
Science, I was able to travel and see amazing places. When you choose to study Chemistry, you do not condemn yourself to a life wearing a white
coat in a dark lab somewhere. During my undergraduate degree I travelled to Catalunya in Spain to collect soil and water samples in the Pyrenees
and I got to travel to Perth in Western Australia to learn some new cutting-edge scientific techniques that had been developed there. Once I started
my PhD, I got to travel to the USA multiple times to work with different research groups as well as visiting many European cities for conferences.
I stayed at university to complete my PhD. I studied forensic human identification and looked at how the chemistry in human bones and teeth
can be used to tell where they came from. Writing my 300-page thesis was probably the hardest but most rewarding thing I have ever done. Soon
after finishing I got a job as the laboratory manager for a small start-up company specialising in using the chemistry in food to determine its origin
(is your British beef British?). This matched my skill set developed over the course of my PhD perfectly and I feel very lucky that the opportunity
became available when it did. Some things are just fortuitous! Over the course of my six years with the company we were able to expand from a
start-up company to a company providing services to most of the UK’s major retailers and food producers.
About 18 months ago I started to feel like I was ready for a change. It was then that I decided that I wanted to be a teacher. I applied to join a SCITT
(School-Centred Initial Teacher Training course) and was accepted to start in September 2018. What an experience! I have been able to talk about
science, which I love, every day. I have been able to see the impact that my teaching is having on the lives of the students. I have been able to learn
brand new skills including how to use my “teacher voice”. I completed my training and am preparing for my first teaching position in September.
Maybe one day, someone will be looking back, reflecting on the impact that I had on their lives.

SCOLT HEAD ISLAND AND OTHER FIELD TRIPS

Below, Mrs Massey has written some poems to share with you...

Mrs Massey’s Miscellaneous Memories
So proud of my Year 7 forms – taking the most money several years in a row at the school fete for their games
and stalls (hook a duck; count the balloons in the car).
Exchange trips to Finland and Germany while singing with the school choir.
Warm greetings on chance meetings in town with past pupils.
The cosy coal fire in the old staff room on winter days.
Coming to school to work at nine in the evening and frequently bumping into at least two other members of staff
doing the same.
Accompanying Geography teachers on the Year 7 trip to Pinchbeck Engine, Sutton Bridge Port and Lutton
Marshes, until I was also an expert.
Year 7 residential trip to Annecy and London, including sleeping in a mess tank on HMS Belfast.
Corn snakes and carpet pythons escaping from the improvised vivarium during my Year 10 Biology lesson.
Catching fainting pupils when demonstrating heart or lung dissections.
Observing students develop and gain confidence as they progress from Year 7 to 13.
Organising our first Careers Fairs for Year 11 to13.
Noticing how some of the ‘liveliest’ students become such nice people when they leave school.
Biology Field trips to Scolt Head Island or Wicken Fen with Year 12, Bourne Woods with Year 8 and Snipe Dales
Country Park in the Wolds with Year 10.
Teaching Science to enthusiastic inquisitive chaps Year 7 to 13.

Magical Field Trip - by Mrs J Massey
Sweeping hills near Dorking with ripening barley
How lovely and different Norfolk is to South Lincolnshire.
Up and over onto Brancaster Moor - I can see the sea! …and the off-shore bar island, Scolt Head laid out before us
Ferry across on the high tide, wind whipping at our hair
Boat lands on the embryo Marsh - bare mud dotted with samphire
A talk from the RSPB warden about the little terns nesting on the beach.
Fabulous mix of sand dunes and marsh - new land forming all the time – perfect for A level Biology/ Geography field work.
Glorious July sunshine every year
Fields of purple sea lavender.
Sea Holly and Honckenya peploides on the dunes.
Cinnabar moth caterpillars on Ragwort
Lunch on the beach. Swimming in the sea. Jumping across creeks.
Walking and wading back at low tide. Clear water springs bubbling up amongst the sand.
Sea mud and sand grained toes, sun toasted skin.
Wave-washed and wind-weary, back to the minibus and Spalding Grammar…
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From Room 18 to MI7
MR THOMPSON AND MR LANE BECOME JOHNNY ENGLISH FOR BBC
Recently retired Geography teachers, Mr Thompson and Mr Lane, have
become surprise celebrities after re-enacting scenes from the latest
Johnny English film.
It all came about after the film’s star, Rowan Atkinson, appeared on BBC
One’s The Graham Norton Show telling viewers that his character is now
a geography teacher in a ‘small Lincolnshire school.’ The BBC’s Look
North East Yorkshire and Lincolnshire programme got in touch with
retired Spalding Grammar Geography teacher Mr Thompson and asked
if he’d be willing to recreate scenes from the latest film. Mr Thompson
agreed, and on the day of filming Mr Lane was asked if he’d like to also
take part.
The pair were filmed bringing to life one of the scenes from ‘Johnny
English Strikes Again’, standing at the front of a class of students and
holding a Martini glass. They then each repeated the words spoken by
the bumbling MI7 agent: ‘You’re looking particularly beautiful tonight.’
MrWilkinson commented to the Free Press: “I was called out of the
blue by Look North to ask whether I’d be prepared to let them use the

School for this item. They had already made contact with Mr Thompson
through other means and, because this is where he worked for over 30
years, they thought it would be nice to use the School for the filming. I
told them that I had a second retired Geography teacher still on the staff
as well, if they wanted to make something of that.
“I didn’t know what they were going to do other than the editor had told
me that they did have the idea that they wanted to recreate the classroom
scene from the trailer. So, I had arranged a room and a group, but, other
than that, we were flying a little by the seat of our pants on the day creating props and tracking down the old school hand bell, for example.

Looking Forward 2019/20

“I certainly had no idea that I was going to be interviewed as part of the
spoof!”
To watch the video use the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVG_Cq6atFI&safe=active

“I think they did a great job – but
I was obviously taking the brunt
of it the next day from my former
colleagues who were repeating the
line ‘Ching!’” (The word spoken by
Johnny English when he raises his
glass).
Mr Lane
Retired Teacher of Geography

“At the time I was approached I had no
idea what it was all about. But I think the
piece they filmed came across well.
“It was just supposed to be a bit of fun.
“I have seen the latest Johnny English
film and I thought it was very good – the
best of the three.”
Mr Thompson
Retired Teacher of Geography

Image copyright of the BBC.
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New Heads of House

‘The Boys’ take Centre Stage

CHANGES MEAN EXCITING TIMES FOR BENTLEY AND GAMLYN

THE 2019/20 SENIOR STUDENT TEAM
As we celebrate the end of an era with Will, Jasmin and Jonny awaiting their A Level results and excited for pastures new, the door is
opened for three students to create their own legacy. We are delighted to welcome on stage ‘The Boys’ - Daniel Dorey-Rodriguez, Joshua
Ripley and George Smith.

There is no time for horsing around as Mrs Durno makes the jump to Head of Gamlyn House
in September 2019. Following a true legend, Madame Gamble, is going to be no easy task, but
Mrs Durno is used to competing and is determined to see her House enjoy the taste of success.

“I am really excited about my
new role and looking forward to
September 2019.”

“How do you write about yourself? I can teach students about autobiographies but it is very
clear to me that I would not be able to write one! So, I asked my lovely Year 7s what they would
say about me and their comments included: ‘Likes shirts tucked in,’ and ‘You can have a good
laugh but the rest of the time you’ll need to work well.’ I think it sums my ethos up quite well; I
feel that everyone should be ready to learn and, for me, that means how you present yourself too.
In my new role as Head of Gamlyn House, I aim to not only support all my students in their
academic studies but also encourage their pursuits beyond the classroom. Working with my
colleagues, I would like to develop the Inter-House competition structure so that it includes
short story writing; poetry writing and recital, music, art and even some of our school clubs,
such as Chess and Warhammer.

The farewell album

The Boys

Becoming Deputy Head Boy has
certainly been a step out of my comfort
zone!
Working with Dan and Josh to take on
the responsibilities of representing the
School at official occasions, Open Days
and Evenings, and the fundraising
events organised by the PFA, have
shown me we have the right mix of
characters in the team.
I have enjoyed helping with the many
events, even when the Car Boot Sales
have required early Sunday mornings;
speaking in Church for Charter Day
has, so far, been my highlight. I look
forward to continuing to work with
the PFA and senior student team, as
this year has so far been a good start.
George Smith
Deputy Head Boy, Wykeham
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Working with the Senior Team has
been a privilege. I couldn’t be more
thankful for having Josh and George
to support me in my position.
Being Head Boy means that I have
the opportunity to represent the
students that make up the School.
This is humbling, especially as I am
beginning to get to know a greater
number of students and hope that I
can get to know more.
In all honesty, being involved in
lots of school events can be tiring,
but it is also certainly enjoyable.
Indeed, I would encourage students
to get involved with these as much as
possible. They’re great opportunities to
contribute to the sense of community
at school. Ultimately, community is
what makes our experience of the
School memorable.
I look forward to the year ahead, to
meeting the new Sixth Form and Year
7 students, to more events and to being
a voice for every student.
Daniel Dorey-Rodriguez
Head Boy, Wykeham

All through my school career I was in a ‘yellow’ House: Wesley and then Chaucer. It seems
right to now be Head of Gamlyn! I am really excited about my new role and looking forward to
September 2019!”
Mrs Durno
English Teacher & Head of Gamlyn House

Whilst attaining the position as one
of the Deputy Head Boys was a shock
to me, after a great deal of support
from Dan and George I feel that I
have settled into the role. As Deputy,
I am tasked with assisting House
Captains in their roles which, so far,
has included revamping all House
boards and giving the school corridors
a much more vibrant feel.
Representing the School is one of the
responsibilities which I have come
to enjoy. The Year 4/5 Open Evening
saw me give my first speech. Dan
and I delivered our speeches to two
audiences of approximately 200 people
and whilst this terrified me at the time,
I now look back on it with a great deal
of pride.

On the Bentley team, as we bid farewell to Mr Stone for pastures new, we
welcome the ‘King of Physics’ himself - Mr Simpson. With his ever-full cup
of coffee anything is possible! Students and staff alike are waiting to see if
he can use his mind powers to secure Bentley the top spot on the league
tables.

“I am currently Head of Physics and when I was appointed to Bentley
Head of House as well Mr Wyvill commented that he never needed to
worry about where Hobson come in the Inter-House because Bentley
would always be lower; now he is worried. Bentley are a group who
know how to let others feel better about themselves by letting them win.
That has already changed and will continue to do so.

I look forward to my remaining
months as a Senior Student at SGS.

I am looking forward to leading Bentley; we are multitalented, very
creative and have enormous potential. I want all of us to be inspired
to be the best we can be, but first we all need a summer holiday to
recharge, get fit again and be prepared. Everyone is good at something,
we just need to find out what, support them and encourage them to
show it.!”

Joshua Ripley
Deputy Head Boy, Johnson

Mr Simpson
Head of Physics & Bentley House
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Universities Summer School

Valete

DAN ENJOYS A TASTE OF ETON COLLEGE
During the summer, I was fortunate enough to be able to attend a 10-day
residential summer school at the renowned Eton College. Founded by
King Henry VI in 1440 as a charity and feeder school to King’s College,
Cambridge, Eton boasts an impressive list of alumni active in all areas of
public, academic and cultural life: Prince William, Prince Harry, Percy
Bysshe Shelley, John Maynard Keynes and Tom Hiddleston all once
attended the School. As a bit of a history buff, I relished the opportunity
to be able to retrace the steps of some extraordinarily influential
individuals surrounded by Eton’s picturesque expanse of grounds.
The Universities Summer School is for 130 Year 12 state school students
who are considering applying for admission to a top UK university.
Students select one of eleven courses offered to study alongside fellow
Sixth Formers from across the UK. I took the Politics and Economics
course. Academically intense, it is by no means a holiday. I received
work consistently across my time there, and some students were up
until the early hours of the morning beavering away. Given that half the
government seem to have attended Eton, I was sure that I’d be in good
hands, and indeed I was.
The academic experience was very stimulating, and we had the privilege
of being taught not only by our tutor, an Etonian Economics teacher,
but by a St Paul’s Politics teacher, a St Paul’s Mathematics teacher and an
Etonian Philosopher, who happened to be an ex-Cambridge Professor.
Whilst I enjoyed all of my lessons, my interest was captured by Game
Theory, particularly a lesson where we mathematically reasoned
optimum strategies for different games. Our experience also included
a trip to Brasenose College, Oxford, and London- where we visited
Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley and TRIBE Nutrition.
We didn’t spend all our time working; in fact, one of the best parts of
the Summer School was the tutorials. Tutorials at Eton are held in tutor
groups and are an opportunity for the boys to meet people from other
houses. My summer school tutorial group comprised students from a
range of courses, whom I otherwise might not have had the chance to
meet. The sessions are usually held at the tutor’s house, which was the
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case for mine. Tutors generally decide what each group does. Perhaps
my most memorable experience at Eton was having our tutor, a Maths
teacher, run a salsa dancing session in his kitchen. There’s a suggestion
for Form Period at SGS!
After my time there had come to an end, my family and friends began
asking me what I had most liked about the Summer School. My answer
was simple but predictable. Meeting new people. Sure, I loved the content
of the lessons, playing on Eton’s pristine tennis courts and debating in
the Jafar Hall, but all of this was made fun because of the relationships
I forged with people I came across. The Summer School was infinitely
generous to me in that everywhere I went I found more amazing people.
I could not recommend this enough to Year 12s. The Summer School
is a great way to develop an understanding for your subject that goes
beyond your studies at school and have a great time doing so. It’s also
interesting to see what life at one of the world’s most elite boarding
schools is like, one that is constantly in the news. It could be easy to
think that coming from a small town, being at Eton you’ll feel really out
of place - you won’t. The staff are extremely welcoming and so are the
undergraduates who look after you.
I had an absolute blast and grew enormously as a person. I will always be
very grateful to SGS and especially to Dr Leadbeater who supported me
in my application. I wish every interested student success in applying.
I’m sure you’ll love it. If you are interested in finding out more about the
USS, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Bentley

Gamlyn

Hobson

Johnson

Moulton

Wykeham

Carter N
Cutts L
Daley W
Garrett R
Godfrey S
Grove R
Nightingale B
Padoan H
Payne S
Payumo N
Peacock J
Sangha R
Schofield L
Slack R
Waters B
Wharton R
Whitelam H
Wide T

Adams E
Bhamani Z
Blayney J
Braginton J
Copnell L
Emery R
Graham T
Greetham O
Joyce E
Kozdra G
Lanning E
Levy J
McGeown C
Mountain A
Shaw N
Stokes F
Tawn J

Arnfield P
Brown H
Cladd C
Edwards C
Elston L
Griffiths J
Hill D
Leadbeater S
Muryn-Antonyshyn D
Nurse C
Peach T
Polley A
Quinnell T
Scales L
Scott H
Seekins W
Simpson J
Slabber D
Taylor A
Varma D

Allen D
Ariyaratne S
Bellamy M
Bennetto K
Birks J
Campbell L
Chan C
Coleman S
Delaney M
Di Meo D
Gregory T
Gresswell E
Hughes C
Hughes W
McKenna R
Murniece A
Mwansa K
Oldham O
Pang J
Seth J
Smith H
Storey F
Wheeler R

Bedford H
Campling P
Catterall H
Crick S
Gurney W
Hall A
Hayes W
Long B
Matson S
Oglesby R
Rabicano J
Richardson A
Robinson W
Salmon A
Simpson O
Wieczynski A

Baker T
Barker-Smith D
Bates A
Burchnall H
Carr A
Carson J
Cunnington A
Gill J
Gupta K
Hearne S
Ivatt B
Jones C
Lintott D
Manton J
Roffe O
Salva T
Spurdens K
Toner K
Wagg L
Wilson M

Daniel Dorey-Rodriguez
Y12, Head Boy
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The Bentleian 2020
YOUR SCHOOL PUBLICATION

Bentleian
The

Some of this year’s funnies...

FEEL FREE TO CREATE YOUR OWN CAPTIONS!
If you are interested in helping to put the next edition of the Bentleian
together, please email Mrs Harrison Wild who will be happy to point you in
the right direction.

A Spalding Grammar School Publication

Having taken, and looked through, a phenomenal number of photos in order to capture this school year, Jack and I thought it only fair to
share a few with you!

It is a great opportunity for aspiring journalists, IT enthusiasts and Adobe
wizards! Even if you want to be behind the scenes gathering stories for
others to edit, that is a massive part of the process and your help would be
much appreciated.
We have always had a good laugh and it is a wonderful feeling when you
finish and can look, with pride, at the finished publication.
A review of the academic
year 2018 to 2019
Student initiatives
Musical performances
Art winners
Trips and expeditions
Sporting accolades

Good luck to all that step up to the challenge - you won’t regret it!
Jack Carson and Miss Grant
Editors

And the all new...
ne
‘Head Hunt”

Front page:
Daniel Dorey-Rodriguez and Thomas McManamon Cookson

SGS Prime
Minister elected
by students
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Au revoir
Madame
Gamble

SGS does
School of Rock
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With thanks to:
All staff, students, ex-students and parents who contributed with articles.
Mr David A Jones for his keen proofreading eye.
Mr Wyvill for his photographs and visual input.
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