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Dr Atherton’s 
Library Corner

The heat of the summer. Secrets and 
mysteries. And a small town, full of 
rumours, suspicion and prejudice …

This is the setting for Harper Lee’s famous 
novel To Kill a Mockingbird. It was first 
published in 1960, but is based on events that 
took place during the writer’s own childhood, in 
Alabama. The USA at that time was still deeply 
divided by racism, violence and bigotry, and 
Lee’s novel explores these themes through the 
eyes of a child, seven-year-old Scout. It’s a 
fantastic read. Even though Scout is growing 
up in a different place and time, many of her 
observations about the people around her will 
ring true, and you’ll find yourself agreeing with 
her sense of frustration at the irrationality of the 
adult world. The relationship between Scout, 
her older brother Jem and their father Atticus is 
beautifully depicted, and the tension at key 
points in the narrative will keep you hooked. If 
you only read one book this summer, make it 
this one.

Dr CE Atherton, Head of English



Induction Day



Prefecture 2021-22: The 
Training

The newly appointed Prefects took part in some of their training on 
20th July in preparation for their specific mentoring and monitoring 
roles and responsibilities in September. A timed team challenge was 
the first order of business as the groups had been deliberately 
assigned to mix up peers. Skills in adapting to a new situation were 
required and leadership was quickly established to construct a free-
standing apparatus that would carry water from point A to point B in 
a straight line using various materials including piping, canes, string 
and duct tape. Group 2 consisting of Daisy Rummery, Will Johnson, 
Liam McManus and Harry Goldspink took the lead and managed to 
get water into the bucket at point B first. However, there was some 
adjustment required to their construction which allowed group 1, 
Oliver Drakard, Scarlett Bergin and Reuben Cartwright, to overtake 
them to become the overall winners of the challenge. Group 2 held 
on to achieve second place and group 3, Peter Cook, Joshua Hosier, 
Emmi Pollard and Isobel Pang filled their bucket to secure third 
place. Good fun but when asked to reflect the Prefects were able to 
establish that the purpose of the exercise was to challenge their 
communication skills and ability to work effectively together under 
timed conditions; skills necessary when working with other students 
and organising activities where collaboration is required.

Following from that we moved location and worked on specific 
scenarios that they could encounter as Prefects. There were six 
scenarios in total and each group was given 20 minutes to study 
them, recognising the various skills and qualities needed to manage 
the situation together with what action should be taken to 
successfully resolve them. Things like empathy, confidence, 
assertiveness, strong awareness amongst others were established as 
being important to have based on the individual circumstances and 
talking them through as a whole group identified that all the Prefects 
had a strong sense of how they should conduct themselves if faced 
with a similar situation.

Once completed we moved onto an activity designed to focus on 
specific skills including logical thinking, creative writing and 
imagination. One of the activities was to write a poem to an alien 
but Priscilla Boateng in group 5 took it a step further and wrote on 
what it means to be a Prefect!

I look forward to working with this fantastic group of Prefects in 
September.

Ms AJ Dearing

P - is for patience which must be had
R - is for resilience or else you'll go mad
E - is for empathy in case someone is sad
F - is for fairness so everyone is glad
E - is for effort in all that you do
C - is for courage, there'll be times you'll feel blue
Being a Prefect won't be as easy as it seems and,
T - is for trust, cos we are all a TEAM.

Priscilla Boateng



Daisy: on the joys and pains 
of swimming competitively



Poppy Gill:

I’ve been dancing competitively since I was 3 years old despite some reluctance from my parents who very quickly 
became my biggest supporters. I was a stubborn younger sibling desperate to copy my sister and they couldn’t keep me 
away from the dance studio, I don’t think I’ve ever lost that drive to dance. Originally, I was a ballerina but quickly moved
to hip hop, I don’t quite remember how I came to step away from the aesthetic fluidity of ballet to the more expressive 
and explosive art of hip hop but I must say I think the music is better! Don’t get me wrong my dad has some moves and 
my mum can hold her own but neither were too emersed in the dance community, the Primary socialisation which 
associated my younger self with dance must’ve been dominated by my older sister’s passion I shared. Until I was 10, I 
trained locally 2 or 3 times a week in 45-minute classes, it was the highlight of my week, before I could understand the 
sincerity of these opportunities I travelled most of Europe in European and world streetdance championships, being a 
world and European champion in various age divisions and team categories before 10 years of age. From then I was 
blessed with the opportunity to train 3 times a week in East London with a high- profile hip hop coach who I still train 
weekly with in London. Within my company Unity Uk at 10 years old I was a finalist on Sky 1s Got 2 Dance and at 12 a 
finalist and golden buzzer act on Britain’s Got Talent, I have worked professionally in Dubai, Switzerland and Spain from 
13 and competed in Arizona and Las Vegas in the prestigious Hip shop International world championships, being a finalist 
in my first year competing there. One of my proudest moments was watching my team and I in the cinema after a 
summer filming a T-series produced film ‘Streetdancer 3D’ in India, it was an experience I never expected to be offered 
and as the youngest person on set I was overcome with appreciation for my team and the company for facilitating our 
involvement. I’m overwhelmed with the opportunities I’ve had form such a young age and with the limitations covid 19 
has placed on the dance industry I’m eager to return to travelling and competing with my passion. Losing has never 
beaten my companies drive, every opportunity to perform is a blessing and a learning opportunity, before every 
performance we stand together holding one another in gratitude that we have the opportunities we do and have been 
blessed with gifts as performers. Dance has never been a burden on my studies as my ability to organise myself, be 
motivated to perform to my best ability (whether artistically or academically) and persistence to wake up after late night 
on the motorway after training I believe have only benefitted my approach to learning. My passion is one I’m proud to 
possess and believe an outlet from daily life is so important to maintain balance and happiness, I’m certain my love for 
dance will be one I withhold for my lifetime and wish to continue pursuing it alongside my academic studies and hopefully 
in conjunction with some more travelling in my future.

Poppy Gill

Just dance, dance, dance……


