Jonny Manton – My career journey from SGS to a job in Sports data

I started at Spalding Grammar School as a year 7 in September 2012. Before I even arrived, I was able to sample the brilliant sports options available at the school during the Summer Sports Week. This made me realise I had made the right choice of school. Through my early years at the school, I enjoyed a wide range of subjects and was given the captaincy for my year group’s cricket team.
The first decision I had to make in terms of my future came in year 9, when I had to choose my GCSE options. With no real set direction for my future, I decided to select a broad range of subjects that I knew I enjoyed, Geography, History and PE. Of these options, I only decided to carry Geography on into my A Level studies (much to the disappointment of Mr Endersbee) after enjoying the teaching of Mr Lane. My other options were Maths, Further Maths and Chemistry. These were subjects that I’d enjoyed throughout my early years at the school and gained a good understanding of due to the teaching of Mrs Gill and Mr Kilby.
Even through Sixth Form I didn’t have a clear plan of what I wanted to do after school. I changed my mind on several occasions changing from Maths and Statistics to deciding I wanted to have a gap year playing cricket in Australia. Finally, after many decision changes, on results day I decided to take on a Natural Sciences degree at the University of Nottingham. Here, I have focussed on Maths, Environmental Science and Chemistry. This degree, although hindered significantly by the pandemic and lecturer strikes, has been enjoyable as well as challenging. However, it must be said that the social life is by far and away the winner. 
It was at the beginning of this year that I began applying for graduate jobs. After many rejections, I managed to secure a job for a sports data and digital content providing company called Sportsradar. My job involves watching live cricket matches and setting pre-match and in-play odds for betting companies. I begin this job in central London in September and I am planning on undertaking a part-time master’s degree in finance at the same time.
I never knew what I wanted to do while I was at school (or even most of university) but it gave me all the tools to be able to find what I hope will be my dream job combining sport and statistics. I owe everything to Spalding Grammar School with special thanks to Mr Venables and the PE department, Mr Gill, Mrs Gill, Mr Kilby and Dr Leadbeater. 
If I could give one piece of advice to the students at Spalding Grammar School, it would be to just get involved in everything you possibly can and pick the subjects you enjoy the most. Everything works out in the end!

